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Communications for insertion next month must reach the Editor not later than the last 
Thursday of this month (March 25). 

The Editor accepts no responsibility for statements made or opinions expressed by 
authors of articles or in speeches at meetings. 


WHAT OF “THE FOUR POINTS OF THE 
COMPASS” ?—(A) 


The Honorary Administrator continues to ask and answer vital queftions about Toc H, and we 
have the benefit of hearing him“ think aloud.” He will have moreto say next month about the Four 
Points of the Compass. For the benefit of readers who do not sufficiently know that central 
document of Toc H, here ts the complete text :— 

1, FELLOWSHIP: To found a series of self-supporting Branches and Groups for the fostering of a new spirit between 
men and man, 

(These branches develop their own tife and line of work in accordance with the chief need of their locality. Their task 
is not to compete with existing organisations, but to supplement and reinforce them. They meet regularly for supper and 
discussion, exhibiting by the diversity of the members in origin, occupation and outlook, a spirit of reconciliation between 
the classes.) They are pledged :— 

To a wide human /nterest in their lives and needs of their fellows. 

To the study of local conditions, civic, social and religious, and zo challenge their generation to seek in all things the mind 
of Christ. 

To mitigate by habit of mind and word and deed the evils of class consciousness. 

To be responsible for the welcome and well-being of those commended to their friendship. 

11. SERVICE: To establish centres (Group, Branch or House) throughout the country and overseas, whence the elder 
may serve the younger, and the friendly the lonely. 

(Also, to make possible a Headquarters staff which can be at the service of the Movement as a whole.) 

Ill. FAIRMINDEDNESS : To bring the expert to the group, to hear him and ask him questions ; to listen hospitably and 
Aumbly to Everyman's story, and to help the truth to prewail. 

(The representative group thus educates itself, and what public opinion it can influence; with the object always that 
from it social love may radiate, and the spirit of class war be exorcised, under the redemptive influence of the common 
loss.) 

IV. THE KINGDOM OF GOD: To spread the Gospel without preaching it. 


THINK that the Four Points form the most important statement ever 
A made about Toc H. And I am sure that very many members will agree. 
But I am not so sure that either they or I know enough about the Four Points 
or what they commit us to. I think we ought to try to find out. I shall not 
attempt to say anything new; I shall merely be “seeking a clearer view of 
the end or good to which ” the life of Toc H is “ aétually directed.” Behind all 
that I have to say about the Four Points lie the ideas I was trying to bring out 
in the last little paper, that Toc His a family, that the family is not merely the 
sum of its members, but something more, and that through its common life 
all its members can learn much. 

The Four Points were drawn up by Tubby and Alec Paterson and “ Dick” 
Sheppard some time in 1920. They started with the fa& that Toc H existed— 
at,that time barely existed—in order to continue and pass on the fellowship of 
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Talbot House, which “ plainly was too great to lose”; with the faéts of Talbot 
House itself and the Oxford and Bermondsey Club—to which Toc H owes much 
more than most of it knows ; with the small beginnings in London. They met at 
St. Martin’s-in-the-Fields at Communion, and they met again at breakfast, and 
then they talked ; and they did it again, and again, till the Four Points emerged 
from prayer and discussion. They called them a “ further statement of our 
aims as we begin to see them.” They too, I fancy, thought that they were not 
inventing anything, but trying to draw out and explain something which had 
been entrusted to them—the same thing which is now entrusted to all of us also, 
The Four Points in their “ potted ” form (see “ The Lamp of Toc H”) ate 
Fellowship, Service, Fairmindedness, and the Kingdom of God. The purpose 
of Toc H is that men should learn of these things “ through the common Christian 
life of the family.” Men can and do learn of them in other ways. And there 
is a Society (or there are Societies destined some day to be one) whose very 
special concern all these things are. We shall presently have to consider what 
the true relationship of Toc H is to the Church, or to the Churches to which 
we belong. At the moment we are concerned with the Four Points of the 
Toc H Compass. I propose to start with the third and work back to the first. 
I do not say that that is the right order. I do it because if I have anything 
to say about fellowship, it had best be said after Easter, and these words will 
be published in Lent. 


THE Turrp Pornr 

The Point about fairmindedness reads :—“ to bring the expert to the group, 

to hear him and ask him questions ; to listen humbly and hospitably to Every- 

man’s story, and to help the truth to prevail.” The word “expert ” is not 

used in any technical or “ highbrow ” sense. It means the man who really 
knows what he is talking about, who has had actual experience. He may 
be just a labourer who knows what it means to be a labourer. The sting of the 
Point is in the tail. It is easy to listen to the expert and to ask him questions. 

It is fairly easy to listen to him hospitably. But we are to listen humbly also— 
which is quite often sot easy—and we are to help the truth to prevail. The 
fairmindedness which the Third Point demands is not a sterile thing. It is 
real, sincere a€tive good will. And just as true fellowship “ is no automatic 
growth,” neither is real good will. It is often against our instinéts, or our 
prejudices, or even our interests. If we yield to it, we are apt to run into—or 
try to run away from—the awkward fact which has been expressed thus :— 
“it is the special business of truth to move us to action.” We cannot “ hold 
down the truth in unrighteousness ?” Or rather I suppose we can, if we care 
to forget that St. Paul promised the wrath of God to those who did: which 
amounts, I suppose to the same thing as saying that we shall be held to account 
for all the good we have seen and not done—a thought as uncomfortable as it is 
Stimulating. The writer I have quoted goes on at once to point out not only 
the extraordinary difficulty of seeing the truth but of acting rightly on it when 
seen, He is clear that we must begin by taking ourselves in hand, and ove of 
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the things he bids us do—I shall come back to him later—is to fight for real 
good will. He is a matter-of-fa€ person who knows quite well that this may 
mean scouring laziness and self-interest and covetousness and other adhesive 
things out of our hearts. But he thinks that it has to be done, because it was 
to men of good will, and not to all and sundry, that peace was promised. The 
Third Point evidently involves much more than the running of guest-nights, 
with interesting speakers on a diversity of subjeéts. Let us look at the Second. 


THE SECOND POINT 

One of our aims, it tells us, is “ to establish centres throughout the country 
and overseas, whence the elder may serve the younger, and the friendly the 
lonely.” “ There is a saying,” the Patron told us once, “ that youth must be 
served; we in Toc H say, youth must serve.” “What is service ?”, asks 
the ritual, and it answers, “ the rent we pay for our roomonearth.” If anyone 
thinks this sentimental, I commend to him the following passage, which has a 
bearing on more Points of the Compass than the Second. 
_ Towards the end of his Prolegomena to Ethics, T. H. Green spends some time 
in contrasting the ideas in regard to virtue of the Greek philosophers with the 
ideas which resulted from the spread of Christianity. “ Human brotherhood,” 
he says, “ had no meaning for them,” the Greek philosophers. “ They had no 
adequate notion of the claims in response to which their good will ought to 
be exercised... . (Owing to Christianity, there) has resulted a change in the 
ideal of what (the) full realisation (of the soul of society) would be, and con- 
sequently a change in the conception of what is required of the individual... . 
In particular the idea has been formed of the possible inclusion of all men in a 
society of equals. ... For those citizens of Christendom on whom the idea of 
Christendom has taken hold, such a society does attually exist. For them— 
according to their conscientious conviction, if not according to their practice— 
mankind is a society of which the members owe reciprocal services to one 
another, simply as man to man.” “ There is sometimes,” says someone else. 
“a lie of a& implied in our whole life, a practical negation of our faith: love 
summons us, but egoism prevails. If we really wish for life, we must aim at 
unity of purpose and true loyalty.” If Green is right in saying that the idea of 
Christendom, when it takes hold, produces a conscientious conviction in favour 
of—to use our words—fellowship and service and good will, a society which is 
really trying to express these things in praétice, in the name of the King of 
Christendom, surely has a rational purpose. And Toc H is one of the societies 
which are trying to do this—more power to all the rest. Even if we are not doing 
very much, not even as much as we might, it is something to have our feet set 
on the road. Toc H has just begun. 

Leaving out complaints of ordinary failures such as we shall always have, 
I find two sets of members dissatisfied with the kind of service which Toc H is 
trying to do to-day. Some of us say that all the work we do, good though 
much of it is, is only “ salvage work,” and that we must try as a society to 
grapple with more serious things. We must face, some of them say, the assump- 
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tions on which our industrialised civilisation rests—and by face I think they 
mean challenge. As an individual I can go quite a long way with some of these 
people. But they—and some others—were in my mind when I wrote last 
month’s little paper. Iwas trying then to tell them why I think that Toc H, 
as a society, must not commit itself to any one set of opinions—outside things 
which concern its own life as a family—however good those opinions may seem 
to some of us, however important their subjeét. The amended Charter makes 
possible the forming of aftliated societies among the members, to deal with 
special matters or subjects. Some of these may well be societies of men agreeing 
on a common basis, whether economic or religious, or whatever it may be. Toc 
H itself cannot become any of these specialised societies, though it may, if 
they are carrying the spirit of Toc H into their special work, decide to affiliate 
them. Whether it does or not, the Toc H men who embark on these special 
enterprises will have much, I think, to learn from the common life of the family, 
with its “ rich diversity ” of opinions—and may perhaps have something to 
give back to it. But the family as a whole is, I fancy, going to have its big 
corporate jobs set for it. 
MASTERING THE TooLs 
Others, including a number of foundation members, are dissatisfied because 
they are afraid that Toc H is being deflected from its original purpose. They knew 
the Old House. They know, as many members do not know, why Toc H began. 
They find it difficult to conneét with Toc H as they know it the use of jobmaster’s 
forms, job-ledgers, andsoon. (They do not know, most of them, that the men 
who introduced these things are Toc H to the finger-tips). They see men, 
many of them new to Toc H, specialising in club-work, or scouting, or after-care, 
and stressing its importance, as they think, unduly. (Pryor Grant’s insistence * 
on the point that a Christian society doing social service from a Christian motive 
ought to try to do it as efficiently as any other has passed them by). They 
see more and more attention being paid in many places to corporate jobs, 
they think they see some jobmasters or some branches trying to make a high 
“score ” of work done. They know that much of the best work that has been 
done in and through Toc H, as out of it, has not been work that can be computed 
and tabulated and added up, or discussed in branch news or even talked about 
at all. They are afraid that the spirit of Toc H is changing, and sometimes, 
I suspect, they think they are regarded as “ back-numbers.” I can understand 
this, and, within limits, sympathise. But I cannot sympathise with want of 
faith in the capacity of Toc H to master the tools which it must use more and 
more as it grows larger. I remember the people who thought that the formalities 
of the Charter would kill the family spirit. There are members even to-day 
who cannot realise that correét account-keeping is necessary, or a card-index 
of real value. If we are to make the most of the spirit of service which grows 
in Toc H, we must not be afraid to use any method that helps to make it more 
effective. We must not even be afraid to classify and tabulate, where doing 
this helps, as it very often docs. But we must use all these methods as tools, 
* In his article on Training the ¥ch master (No. I of Job mastery serica) in the JoURNAL for October, 1924. 
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not supposing—do any of us suppose it ?—that the soul of Toc H lives in them 
any more than it lives in Mus’s very up-to-date ledger. And those who use them 
need to remember specially the very many things to which no such methods 
can be applied. 

_Ifwe can agree about principles, we shall have less misunderstanding and fewer 
differences about methods. “‘ There are nine-and-sixty ways of constructing 
tribal lays. And every single one of them is right.” What really matters 
about service in Toc H is surely the motive of it, and the end of it, rather than 
the method—though that should be a right method for the purpose in hand. 
To be perfeétly simple about it, if there is any meaning at all in the things I 
have been trying to say about Toc H, the motive,whatever it was at the beginning 
should be becoming more and more clearly love of our Lord and joy in serving 
Him. If it is, we shall not need to concern ourselves about the result. It will 
be safe—in other hands. If Toc H really is “‘God’s show,” the final standard 
of judgment, whether of branches and groups or of individuals—I do not say 
our standard, but do our judgments matter ?—is determined by that fact. 
And the test for Toc H will, I think, rest on the lives of its members, their whole 
lives, and not on the jobs they have done, whether they have done them secretly 
and individually, or corporately and in public. A little law-book I had to read 
once quoted a saying of a great judge :—“ God alone knoweth the heart of man ; 
we can tell his intentions only by what he does.” At the time my attention 
was concentrated on the second part of the sentence. The book used it to lead 
up to some of the principles which determine what evidence is and what is not 
relevant in courts of law. But it is of the first part that I am thinking now. 
I cannot look back on Toc H in the last three years and think only of its successes. 
I have to think of its failures too, of all our failures. But, when I think that 
where the judgment lies there is full knowledge of the inner heart of it, I cannot 
quite despair. 


Tue Way oF SACRIFICE 


I think we must end with a “ hardsaying.” The Second Point of the Compass 
threatens to take some of those who accept it rather along way. We shall not 
all be able to limit our liability. Let T. H. Green state the issue dispassionately. 
The matter is too serious for emotion. ‘“‘ There are men, we know, who with 
the keenest sensibility to such pleasures as those of gratified ambition and love 
of learning yet deliberately forego them; who shut themselves out from an 
abundance of esthetic enjoyments which would be open to them, as well as 
from those of family life ; and who do this in order to meet the claims which the 
work of realising the possibilities of the human soul in society seems to make 
upon them. Such sacrifices are made now, as they were not made in the days 
of the Greek philosophers . . . because men have become alive to claims to 
which, with most open eye and heart, they could not be alive then.” Could not, 
because the cross on Calvary had not then opened men’s eyes so that they might 
see, if they would. 

There are some things which even in Toc H cannot be talked of, yet. And 
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because of this one of the fundamental faéts about it is in great danger of being 
forgotten. It is that very much indeed of Toc H is based on the life of one of its 
members who has done all that Green has said—done it quite simply, as his job. 
Hardly any of the people who have helped to lay the foundation of Toc H do 
not owe him more than they can say: very many men owe to him their souls. 
Many of us, utterly incapable of what he has done, and is, have realised through 
his life that “ sacrifice is the force that makes Christians,” and have learnt to 
give more easily and more gladly the service that we are capable of. We must 
not allow even the best men we know to éstand—it is the last thing they would 
wish—between us and the Sun. But we are so weak that we need men to 
mediate Him to us. And we must pray that some day we may all meet such 
others in the fellowship of Toc H. If we do, and if our eyes are open, we shall 
be humbled to the dust. But it will be extraordinarily good for us, and for Toc H. 


P. W.M. 


A QUIET WAY OF HELPING TOC H 


if HAVE said in the preceding article that I do not think we know enough of the Four Potnis 

of the Compass or what they commit us to. A number of us think that we may learn to 
know more and be more useful if we bind ourselves to live under a common rule of life. 
And we have reasons to believe that there are others, both in Toc H and in the L.W.H. who are 
disposed to agree. We have drawn up a draft of a little rule—borrowing freely from the 
experience of people wiser than ourselves—and we propose to have a meeting, probably about 
the end of April, of those who are really interested and are able to come, to try and settle 
the rule and to make a real beginning. Any membcr of Toc H or the L.W.H. who would like to 
have a copy of the proposed rule may have a copy on application to me. 

There is no idea of setting up a Society within Toc H of people in any way marked off from 
the other members. People living under the rule will be no more “ labelled ” than members 
of the Drama League or a Toc H study circle on the COPEC Reports. The rule will not be 
too hard, but it will be hard enough to help most of us who try it to realise what a little way 
we have gone. It has been drawn up with the definite purpose, and in the sincere hope, that 
no member who wishes to enrol will be debarred by his spiritual allegiance, or, if the phrase 
may be used, by his “ school of thought,” from adopting the rule. There will be “ companies 
or households ” of like-minded people among those who enrol themselves, and these will 
be free to adopt, by consent, special interpretations of points in the rule, or to make “ com- 
pany ” additions toit. But the rule itself will be the same for all. Everyone who enrols will 
be on a long probation, and will be responsible for the keeping of the rules to the steward of 
his company or household, who will be a padre. Everyone will be free to choose his owa 
steward, within his own “ denomination.” And the stewards will themselves be enrolled 


in other companies, and be responsible for the keeping of the rule in the same way as other 
folks. i P. W. M. 


“ There is an altar in man—a deep and majestic place where the soul transaéts with its God.... 
The choice does not lie between aflive service and spiritual self-culture ; we all recognise that the 
Christian is pledged to the service of his fellow-men. The only question is how to make that service 
effefual by making our work the inevitable outcome of what we ate. The answer is, Keep the 
altar fire burning.... There is only one effetiual dynamic for service—God, and the life that is 
lived in the realised presence of God.” (Mrs. E. Ferman, “ The Secret Garden of the Soul.”) 
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TOC H FOR THE COUNTRYSIDE 


It has already been noted (February JOURNAL, p. 72) that Toc H is setting out on a new adventure 
—in the country distridts of England. The Special committee appointed by the Central Executive 
under the name of the Countrymen’s Council has began its work and has already been nicknamed 
“The Hayseeds.” Not the least part of their preliminary task is to convince town-dwelling members 
of the great need for Toc H inthe country and of the pecial opportunities and difficulties awaiting 
it there. The article which follows is contributed by the members of the Country mens Council, 
and will be followed by others on the same problem. ; 


PTXHE compelling argument for Toc H in the country is that it cannot be 
IL done. That same argument of course founded Everyman’s Club in the 
inferno of the salient. It re-established the Ideal in the feverish, disillusioned 
litlessness of post-war London, and in the big manufaéturing cities—the centres 
of social and commercial bitterness. Year by year it has lit our Lamps that 
girdle the globe. 

_ There are signs that Toc H is moving to another “ impossible ” task. The 
impossibility is exactly the measure of the need—of the compulsion of the call. 
And there is this further argument—that whereas in the big cities it might be 
argued that other agencies are at work on parallel lines or for similar ends, 
in country districts there are, speaking generally, and so far as the writers’ 
knowledge goes, no organisations of any sort—except only the Women’s Insti- 
tutes—attempting to inspire and to unite in fellowship and service people 
of good will of every type and group and persuasion. 

Consider then, ye gentlemen of the towns, with your tubes and telephones, 
your buses and trams, with fifty possible Toc H recruits living in your street or 
working in your office building, with your “Marks ” and your speakers, and 
your tasks of service ripe and ready to your hands, consider the task of bringing 
Toc H into a typical agricultural distri. The village street is neither the 
heart nor the backbone of the parish. Here live those who minister to and 
depend upon the men who win the parish living from the land, the grocer, 
the blacksmith, the postmistress, the schoolmaster, the cobbler, the doétor, the 
parson. But the real arbiters and leaders of the parish, those who control and 
work the land, live in the farms and scattered country dwellings large and small. 

Before any movement can become naturalised in the life of the country it must 
begin by winning the hearts of the magters of the soil. Because it has 
failed to recognise this—and has been content to win only the village tradesmen 
and professional persons—many a good movement has failed to take root in 
our countryside. Therefore it seems if Toc H is to become rooted in the life 
of country districts it must take account primarily of the farmer and his men. 
For if they are won, the rest, who are needed to make a representative group, 
will follow. ; ; 

That conclusion states the difficulty of the problem in its most acute form. 
For it means that we have to begin, at least partly, with an admittedly unre- 
sponsive, slow-moving community scattered over wide areas, men who work 
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long hours for the most part, and are too weary in the evening to face travelling 
over the bad roads or eating organised suppers. 


Another essential difficulty—and irresistible call—arises from the faét that 
in the last thirty years our English country life has lost the very struéture 
that used to give it unity and significance and supplied a framework for organ- 
isation. Progress has swept away servitude and patronage. But with the 
passing of the old squire, bonds, often of true friendship, which held the parish 
together, are broken and with them the sense of corporate responsibility. Now 
that the squire’s son no longer captains the village team ex-officio, too often 
no one gets up a team at all. The Board of Health has taken the place of the 
squire’s and parson’s wives towards the pensioners—and the old personal touch 
isgone. Even the Vicarage has lost not only something of prestige but regrettably 
much of its influence and leadership in many instances. There are few country 
parishes indeed to-day where any one person or organisation is in touch with 
the men of good will of every type—Church, Chapel, or neither, farmer and 
tradesmen, employer or employed—or could hope to colleét a group typical 
of all sides of the parish life for a single occasion. We do not stick together 
in the country these days, and we are notoriously bad at co-operation. To 
sketch these difficulties is but to indicate the need and the opportunity for 
Toc H, and the response we may expect if, God helping us, we work along 
true lines of development. 


At the same time those who know the country best will recognise many 
helpful factors at the present moment. Perhaps nowhere in all England 
is there so much vigorous thoughtful good will lying dormant, as in the farm- 
steads and cottages of the countryside. It may be easier to be a Christian in 
the country than in a town, but it is certainly a lot harder to be a useful and 
effective one. Probably only a small percentage of farmers have ever been 
invited to engage in any consecutive picce of Christian service more vigorous 
than handing round the bag in Church or subscribing to the funds of a village 
hall; or if they have, the service suggested was probably such as they knew 
themselves unsuited to or as their duty precluded their doing (as for instance 
teaching a Sunday School Class during milking time on Sunday afternoon). 
Give them a job they can do and that they can recognise as worth doing and 
convince them that all concerned are quite disinterested and there are few men 
so competent to organise and put it through : witness the efficiency and thorough- 
ness with which they manage even the smallest Horse Show ! 

Then again the modern farmer is by no means so impervious to new ideas as 
his prototype was supposed to be. If he is not wide awake not only to the 
claims and condition of his own land and stock, but to the larger life around him, 
he will soon go to the wall. And indeed there are relatively few agricultural 
parishes to-day that do not contain a quota of markedly keen progressive 

farmers, men of education and knowledge of the world and of sterling patriotism. 
The majority of them fought in the War. They feel their isolation now and 
longingly remember the gay comradeship of the trenches and are capable still 
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of the same deathless loyalty to their mates. It is a question whether anywhere 
there is such a response awaiting the Toc H idea żf only we get it across to them. 
And what is true of a proportion of the farmers is abundantly truc also of 
their men. They are all of a type too big-hearted to believe that “ our unhappy 
divisions ” should be barriers. They are men of truc religion but they are not 
theologians. They are shy and they must be won in groups rather than singly, 
They are men who need Toc H supremely. And they represent an accession 
which Toc H needs—for it is a matter of history that every religious movement 
which lasted long, or gripped a nation’s life, was either born and bred in the 
country or went into the country to invigorate and renew its life and leadership. 
We have but attempted to sketch ruggedly the main features of the task 
as we sce it. We hope in the next issue of the Journat there will be an outline 
of the proposals of the Central Executive for the development of Toc H in the 
country, and that later a third article will recount some of the lessons learned 
by pioneer Countrymen’s Branches. Meanwhile all those who are interested 
in this development and are anxious to help it forward are invited to write 
to the Editor who will hand it to the Group at H.Q. which is making a special 
study of this problem. “ THE HAYSEEDS,” 


JOBMASTERY IX.-MAKING A LOCAL SURVEY 


A number of Branches and Groups are making or considering how to slart making a “ survey” 
of their own diffrid. Vau BELL, Secretary of the Battersea Group, gives simple and praitical 
hints in the following article. As Headmaster of the Battersea Continuation Schools, he recently 
tried the very interesting and successful experiment of turning his school boys on to the making 
of a survey of Battersea. (A lefture on this, delivered by him to the Association of Architeds, 
Surveyors and Technical Assistants, was printed in the Building News of April 10, 1925). 
Members can get further advice and assistance from Leplay House, 65, Belgrave Road, S.W.1, 
and a useful litle book, Social Survey, by G. Peverett and A. T. Pike, is published by the Adult 
School Union, 30, Bloomsbury Street, W.C.1, price 6d. 


A RTHUR LODGE, at the Birthday Conference, emphasised the 
LÀ fact that Branches and Groups should study the needs of their own 
localities, 

How can this best be achieved P Two methods can be adopted. The first 
is to invite certain prominent local officials to address the Branch or Group. 
The Medical Officer of Health, the Manager of the Labour Exchange, the Chair- 
man of the Board of Guardians, and other luminaries would certainly be able 
to give information to Toc H-ers that would be most valuable. 

The second method is for a Branch or Group to make its own survey of 
local social conditions by aétual exploration. The writer, from experience, 
can speak of the great value of the latter method. No amount of talking and 
reading about social conditions can produce a desire to do service like actual 
contact with those conditions, and simple practical surveys lead direét to contact. 

It is a good thing to focus the attention of young Toc H-ers on their immediate 
surroundings at an age when they are beginning to realise that they are members 
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of society, and.if they have been Scoutsor Rovers, with their training in obsetva- 
tion, they should find the “Making of a Survey” most congenial work. 
But how can one start on a survey ? Begin by studying the map of the dis- 
trit. Hang up one in your headquarters and get to know it upside down, 
When you feel that you know it sufficiently well, climb up some eminence, no 
matter whether church tower, sky-scraper or hill, and survey the land as Moses 
did of old. We who are always living in crowded Streets are apt to have our 
vision curtailed, and there is always a great joy in gazing at familiar surroundings 
from a new view-point. 
An interest in the distri& having thus been aroused, exploration may begin. 
Work in ones or twos on a special job and discuss at a Branch or Group meeting 
your discoveries. 


The following surveys are suggested as edifying to Toc H-ers :— 


1. The Religious Bodies at work in the district with a list of their aétivities, 
e.g., Scouts, Girl Guides, C.E.T.S., Adult Clubs, &c., &c. Parish Magazines 
will prove helpful. 

2. The Public Houses and their influence. Make a map showing number 
and position. The attractions should be specially noted, e.g., Broadcasting, 
Billiard Saloons, Club Meetings, &c. 

3. The Places of Amusement and their influence. The Theatres, Cinemas, 
Concert Halls, Whist Drives, &c. The type of entertainment should be noted, 
especially the cincma. 

4. The Parks and Open Spaces. If paucity, discuss suggested improvements. 
If not in good condition, what steps can be taken to approach the responsible 
authority. Seek for potential playgrounds. 

5. The Work of the Friendly Societies, ¢.g., Oddfellows, Foresters, Good 
Templars, Slate Clubs, &c. The meeting places of the various lodges should be 
carefully noted. 

6. The Industrial Life of the District. A map should be constructed showing 
the factories, workshops, work-places, and home-worker’s premises. A study 
of the decayed and decaying industries, and the causes for the same, is very 
valuable and throws much light on local conditions. 

7. The health of the Distri&. Valuable information can be obtained from 
the Report of the M.O.H. If possible graphs should be made showing the facts 
relating to Births, Deaths, Infantile Mortality, Zymotic Diseases, &c. The 
cause of certain bad spots in the district should be discussed and means of im- 
provement suggested. 

8. Education in the Distri&. The facilities for education should be enquired 
into and sites of schools (public and private) should be mapped. What scope 

is there for Adult Education ? How far can boys’ clubs take advantage of the 
help offered by the Local Education Authority ? &c. 

9. Unemployment in the Distriét. Study the work of the local Labour Ex- 
change and make graphs showing Adult and Juvenile Unemployment over 


certain periods. 
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After a start has been made at surveying it is remarkable how other tasks crop 
up automatically, owing to the direé&t contaé@ with social conditions. 

A survey can be made the more instruétive if maps, piéture postcards and photo- 
graphs are collected to illustrate the faéts acquired. The chief joy of exploring 
one’s district is the sense of fellowship that one gets by meeting and mixing with 
others in different walks of life and the question: “ Who is my neighbour ? ” 
is soon answered. Some branches may feel that their distri€ts are too big to 
survey as recommended. ‘This difficulty is easily overcome if they start on a 
single parish or any small area that they like to map out. The work is well 
worth doing, and Toc H-ers will soon realise the benefit to themselves in finding 
out what aétual jobs are waiting for helpers. A Branch or Group possessing 
knowledge of its distri& is never at a loss to know what its job és, in that distri. 

VAL BELL. 


A NEW PILGRIM’S PROGRESS.—XIII 


FOUNDATIONS IN CAIRO. 


| mele HARRY ELLISON’S African Tour has not officially begun—for he is, at the 
moment of writing, temporarily held up in Jerusalem by the illness of one of his party. 
Egypt was not strictly in the bargain, but Egypt cropped up, as things do every day in Toc H, 
and refused to be passed by. Last month we reported, in his own words, a preliminary 
mecting held at Cairo, and his hopes for a real Start there on his return from a voyage up the 
Nile. Later news shows that his hopes were fully justified. He writes to Tubby on February 4 
from Cairo: “ I write in a state of suspended animation from this wonderful spot, where we 
are spending five quiet days bcfore going on to Jerusalem. On reading this you will probably 
have cause to doubt the ‘ animation,’ but the adje&tive admits of no doubt! A high balcony 
of our own—the great Pyramid towering up on my right—and below us, beyond the gardens 
of the hotel, some miles of vivid green growing crops with Cairo on the further edge and the 
orange-coloured Mokattam Hills as a setting to it all. An oriental babel of camels, donkeys 
and their drivers, waiting for the Cairo tourists, between us and Cheops, his Pyramid. And 
I find myself wondering what part Toc H is to play in this oldest of lands, for we kicked off 
with the new Cairo Group on Monday. We owe the meeting to Ralph Mundy—ex-Oxford 
and Bristol Toc H—whom I found four weeks’ ago as Secretary of the Anglo-American 
Y.M.C.A. here. I had little idea of getting anything going in Egypt, but found him pure 
Toc H and the chance was too good to miss. So we chased round in a taxi and somehow 
managed to survive the perils (including a most complete circle of a skid), and finally had a 
great talk with the British Consul and one or two others. An excellent room was given us 
for a meeting and Mundy took charge, while we went on our Nile trip. I got a splendid letter 
from the High Commissioner for publication,* and the two local papers gave us the best of 
publicity, including the Blatchford and Philip Gibbs articles [7.c., the articles about the Birthday 
Feftival written by Robert Blatchford and Sir Philip Gibbs for overseas papers—Ep.]. On my 
return I found Mundy dead to the world, having done his best to rival you one night by 
writing notices of the mecting till 6 a.m. For his anxious friends I would only add that his 
size in boots still remains 11 or 12! 

“ The meeting was really good, in spite of the obvious limitations of the speakers, who had 


* Lord Lloyd wrote to Harry Ellison on January r6th: “ I am very glad indeed to hear that you are going to 
start a Toc H Group in Cairo, and I wish it every success. F shall be only too glad that it should be known publicly 


that the movement has my approval.” 
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been advertised to talk in ‘ the racy style peculiar to Toc H ’—surely enough to quench even 
you! The Consul was in the chair, after agrecing to be turned out of it at once in typical 
London Toc H fashion. We began at 9.15 (shades of Rameses !) and ended after 11. Thirty- 
five present, of whom half were soldiers, and I found that I had been expounding ‘ Army 
signalese’ to three or four signallers. Twenty-seven applied for membership, and there 
was a dramatic moment when we discovered a second Toc H’ite in G. A. Warrington-Booth, a 
friend of Sid Hoare’s and now Judge in the Cairo Mixed Tribunal, It was obviously necessary 
for him and Mundy and myself to finish the evening in a local café and we got home in approved 
fashion at 12.30 a.m. Of the soldiers five or six were Rovers or Scout-masters and very keen. 
Be it recorded that, following the Press notices, the first request for helpers came in on the 
same day in the form of a demand from the local A.D.C. for male voices for the Yeoman of the 
Guard! 1 find quite a lot of expert agreement that there is big work for Toc H to do out here, 
but it will require very wise handling, and I know that Mundy and his gallant men, when they 
really get going, can rely on the best that you and Pcter can give them in the way of advice 
and help.” 


On February 11 Mundy posted off to H.Q. his first batch of applications for membership, 
namely, the forms of those nominated for the committee of the new Group. “As you will 
see,” he says, ““ we are representative—a Residency official, H.B.M.’s Consul, Army, Air-force, 
besides all classes of civilians. Since the meeting several have joined. Our first three jobs 
have been completed. We have thirty keen people. ... We shall eagerly anticipate the 
arrival of our Rushlight....”” He orders Journats “ which we are pushing hard here, so as 
to get the ideas of other branches.” [Some other Branches and Groups at homc—please note 
and emulate !—Ep.] 


JERUSALEM—AND BEYOND 


“ Uncle Harry ” continues his letter of February 4: “ I have offered to go both to Alexan- 
dria and Port Said. . ., but so far no reply from either, possibly duc to absence. I shall be 
really sorry if I can’t go to ‘ Alex.’ in view of what you say. .. . “The Mombasa Padre 
is hoping to get some good men together there. No more replies from East African parts, 
but I may find some on the boat; some topping promises of help from South Africa.” On 
February 10 he writes to Ronnic Grant from St. George’s Hostel, Jerusalem: ‘‘ I want to 
report on first impressions of Toc H Jerusalem. ... We got here two days since, and I have 
had a glorious dose of Toc H since then. Griffiths and Beale (of the R.A.F.) did their best 
to meet the train at an unearthly hour, but I gather that comparative ignorance of Toc H led 
them to pursue two unoffending American Padres in dog-collars in the belief that one of them 
was your humble servant! By the time that they had been chascd off in the belief that they 
were hotel touts, our taxi was spied chasing up the mud outside the station yard. Anyhow 
after tea Griffiths rolled up for a pow-wow on affairs of state. He had just weighed in, when 
the door opened on Bickersteth, the Adelaide Padre, who heard that I was here and came brim- 
ming over with Toc H, South Australia, from which he had just arrived. Then Beale (as 
above, bursting with kcenness)—quite unexpeéted : to whom add, five minutes’ later, Mc- 

Naught, the Padre at Pitlochry, on his way home from India. By this time we began to feel 
like a guest-night at Mark I, and I had to apologise later to the L.W.H. half-seétion (Mrs. 
Ellison) for converting her room into a smoking-room of a peculiarly stuffy kind. ... Yesterday 
Beale aéted as our guide at Bethlehem, and to-day Cowell (Toc H and P.W.D.) has taken 
extraordinarily efficient charge of our small party and given the greater part of the day to us. 
One of the many contemplated jobs of the Group is to train on a body of guides to the Holy 
Places, who will know when and where to be silent and to make themselves scarce ! He 
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then goes on to make recommendations to Peter Monie about the machinery for electing 
Toc H members in Palestine. (See below.) 
He was not able to leave Port Said by the Gloucester Castle on February 19 as planned, 
but sails on March 20 by the Tanganyika, aGerman boat, due to reach Delagoa Bay on April 19. 
_Just a note on Suez Group while we are about it: we hope next time to have some news 
of them from our African Pilgrim. In the Egypt and Sudan Diocesan Review for January 
they report their existence and offer a job of work to enquirers. ‘‘ As the direé result of a 
visit by the famous Padre Tubby Clayton, a Group has been formed with a present member- 
ship of some ten fellows who are striving to make a permanent branch in Suez. This can only 
be done when some definite piece of work for others has been accomplished. So far we have 
tackled three definite jobs—r. Renovating and cleaning up the Civilian Cemetery ; 2, Visiting 
the Hospitals regularly ; 3, Calling on ships passing through Suez and on those crews who 
have their Headquarters in Suez... . We are not allowed to canvass for members, but anyone 
who cares to come along may do so. We have a weekly meeting, with a supper party once a 
month, and every meeting is closed with prayer. Only men who are willing to work are 
made members, and not even then until they have given proof of their worth. Our first supper 
will be on January 11 at 9 p.m., and the next meeting on Sunday, January 17, at 9 p.m. in 
the Padre’s house, which has been handed over by him for the present use of Toc H members.” 
lt is for all of us to have the outposts of Toc H at Jerusalem and Suez constantly in remem- 
brance, and to keep our imaginations wide awake that they may embrace all the others on 
the African coast, in the cities and the great open spaces, which 1926, please God, shall add 
to the family circle. 


THINKING IMPERIALLY 


Ble: growth of Toc H overseas has made it necessary to develop a new type of Committee 
or Council to control the affairs of Toc H in a country, dominion or state. The following 
have already been constituted :—Toc H United States Committee ; Toc H Councils, Western 
Australia, New South Wales, South Australia and New Zealand; and Toc H Committee, 
Ontario. 

All these committees are technically sub-committees of the Central Executive, and are really 
“local boards ” with limited powers. Their constitution and power vary slightly, but are 
broadly these :—They control, subjeé&t to the Central Executive, the development of Toc H 
in their country, dominion or state ; control funds raised by themselves; have power to elect 
members in their country, dominion or state ; and as regards management of their own affairs, 
have the same powers as branches. They cannot commit Toc H as a body or pledge the credit 
of the Corporation, and they have not the most important power of the Central Executive, 
the power to make binding regulations. They are to contribute to headquarters on the same 
basis as branches. 

Toc H Vitoria, has gone further. It has formed a separate society, with the same objects 
as Toc H and broadly the same constitution, and it has been incorporated under the Companies 
Act of the State of Vitoria. Toc H in the other Australian States, in New Zealand and in the 
United States will probably in time follow suit. As this happens steps will be taken to link up 
the various societies so that while for legal and purely business purposes they will be quite 
separate, the whole of Toc H will remain one family. 

For Egypt, local eleétions sub-committee has been appointed, and another will be 
appointed presently for Palestine. These committees have no powers except to elet members 
locally. The committee for Egypt include Bishop Gwynne and the Rev. Geoffrey Lunt, 
late of Northampton. F P. W. M. 
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QUEEN ANNE’s GATE, looking East. Inthe foreground are some of the most veantiful Queen 
Anne houses in London, built about 1705. Just beyond the top-hatted figure (probably our Hon. 
Treasurer) the statue of Queen Anne Stands at the corner. Number 1, the new H.Q. or Toc H, 
is the corner house on the right at the farther end of the street, showing up dark against the tall, 
modern building, which is the Passport Office. The low house on the left at the end of the Street 
is the “ Two CHAIRMEN.” In the gap beside it the tower of BiG BEN appears. In the foreground 
is a boy watering our milk (see Food Commission Report). 


NUMBER 1, QUEEN ANNE’S GATE 


-Į HE Editor was busy “ making up” the March Journat. The issue was late (which 


is, of course, unusual) and the Branch News refused to fit, so that he was in an irritable 
mood. The problem was rudely interrupted by the “ buzzer” on his desk—a monstrous 
noise resembling a hornet incarcerated in a cigarette tin—and he threw down his pencil saying 
“a ” (Never mind what he said). The voice at the other end was the voice of “ Light- 
ning,” our incomparable office-bo y—‘ Mr. Brown on his way up to sec you.” Now the Editor 
knows at least nine Browns personally, and has heard of nincty more, and the uncertainty 
of this news irritated him still further. Heavy footsteps ascended the stairs, paused and moved 
on again: there was a knock at the door. “ Come in!” shouted the Editor—and the door 
opened upon Theophilus Grimston Brown, very red and blown (for he is fat and fifty), but with 
that smile of charming innocence which disarms the angriest men. His ample outlines and 
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simple mind are already known to many members of Toc H outside his own Branch, owing to 
his prosaic adventures on Tower Hill which found a place in the pages of our Summer number. 
“Grim ” said the Editor, laughing in spite of himself, “ you are sight-seeing—and you are the 
fourth member who has been nosing round our new H.Q. this morning, on the very faintest 
pretext. In future tickets ‘to view ’ will be sold at the enquiry-office downstairs, price 
a bob.” “Don’t scold me, old man,” he replied, “I’m done to the wide with climbing all 
your Stairs, and I’m rather upsct at the moment.” With that he dropped into a chair and 
mopped his face with a spotted silk-handkerchief. “ It’s like this,” he began, after a pause, 
“I was just passing, so I looked in. (“ I told you so,” said the Editor.) “ And you do live 
so high up. First I blew into the big room on the right which looks like a boot-factory— 
one man banging away on a Stamping machine, and one wrapping things up for dear life, 
and one writing behind a pile of paper a foot high.” “That’s the General Office ” said the 
Editor, “ but Pd better not tell them about the boot-faétory—they might feel it.” “And 
then,” Grim went on “I spotted the words Enquiries on the door of the next room—so I tip- 
toed past that—didn’t want to bother anyone—but your boy spotted me. On the first floor 
lopened the door of the small room and saw your ten-foot Toc H map on the wall, so I expeéted 
to find you atonce. But there was Ronnie Grant on the telephone and three callers in a queue 
there already—so I slipped out and turned the handle of the Board Room door. My! but 
that’s a great room. Miles away, beyond the furthest limits of the biggest mahogany table 
I've ever seen, some-one was writing. He looked up, and though I’m short sighted I could 
tell by his face that I was de trop—so 1 fled.” “Yes, Peter Monie has a Finance Committee 
this afternoon—nuff said.” <“ Well—Excelsior !_ First the room with the map of Africa on 
the wall.’—“ Overseas Department,” commented the Editor—“ Then the room where the 
Registrar hides behind his desk—what a desk!” “ Yes, it és the biggest one ever,” said the 
Editor, “ but Mus keeps a set of billiard-table pockets in one drawer and fits them on the 
corners when no-one is about.” ‘And at last, I find you on the third floor. Who’s next 
door—whistling like that ?” “O, that’s the Padre’s Department—following out the apostolic 
injunétion to ‘encourage one another by psalms and hymns and spiritual songs. °”? “Sounds 
to me like Gilbert and Sullivan,” muttered Grim. “And what’s beyond?” “A regular 
battery-position, full of typewriters manned by the ladies.” “Pd better not go in there,” 
said Grim, “I’m highly-strung as you know. And upstairs in the attics?” “The London 
Federation, with Rex Calkin, a ten-foot notice board and the nine books we call “ Headquarters 
Library for the Study of Social and Economic Problems.’” “ Phew! what a vast organisation!” 
saidGrim, seriously, “ And yet you people don’t seemed to have changed much. There’s a 
family touch about the place, and just look at this room!” Grim waved his arm towards the 
pile of unanswered letters, pots of paint, books and piéture frames which littered the editorial 
floor. The Editor grinned—he had no defence—and changed the subjeét. “ You were telling 
me you were upset. What about?” “ Well,” saidGrim, with a sudden soberness, “ I’ve 
been seeing ‘things’ again, and it worries me. As I walked up your street from St. James’s 
Park Station, past those lovely Queen Anne houses and the statue of that very dead Queen, 
Icaught a glimpse of a queer contraption drawing up at your door. It was a sedan chair, 
carried by a fellow in a long red coat in front and another in green at the back—cocked hats 
and knee breeches and all. And just as I reached your doorstep they dumped the chair, lifted 
the lid and out poked the loveliest powdered head in the world. A gent in fancy dress, with 
gold flowers embroidered all over his blue coat, a sword sticking out between the tails anda long 
ivory cane, stepped across from Cockpit Steps and swept off his hat with the handsomest 
bow. ‘Prue, my dear life,’ he said in a flowery sort of way, ‘1 love you more to-day than 
any.’ ‘La, Dick,’ answered the lady, with a` tinkly little laugh, ‘I’m vastly obleeged, 
I assure ye.’—and she stretched her arm over the top of the chair so that he could kiss her 
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finger-tips. What do you make of that, old man?” “I think that one is too easy,” said 
the Editor, laughing. “ Come and look out of the window ”—and with that he took Grim 
by the arm and pointed to the brightly-painted sign of the Two Chairmen—once in red and one 
in green—across the road. “Come over and have a bit of lunch with me there ” he went on. 
“ But who was the lady and who was Dick ? Thats what worries me,” persisted Grim. “At 
a venture,” said the Editor, “ I should say that you met Sir Richard Steel, writer and good 
companion, Gentleman Waiter at the Court, who often said such things (and on the whole 
meant them) to his little wife in the days when the very dead Queen was alive. But you 
mustn’t keep seeing ‘ things ’"—it’s not natural to city men.” 


The buzzer went again on the Editot’s desk. “Mr. Brown to see you ” said the voice of 
“ Lightning.” This time it was ‘‘ Buster ” of Golders Green, and he really had some business. 
But first we all three went across the road together. B. B. 


THE HOUSE THAT JACK BUILT 


EADERS who persevered with the “ Branch News ” to the bitter end last month may 
have noticed the very last sentence. Padre Pryor Grant of New York, after saying 
that the visits from sea-going boys (commended by the Southampton Branch to Toc H round 
the world) had “ put the whole problem of a hostel for boys in New York before the Group,” 
added that details were “ not going to Stand in the way very long, and we shall soon find some 
way of meeting the need of so many fine boys.” And now, behold him writing to Tubby on 
February 2, from “ The House that Jack Built,” 560, West 24th Street, New York City :— 
“ I feel that the first letter written from this place should be written to you, because it is 
the first House in New York to be marked with the name Toc H. Yes, 1 moved in yesterday 
with one boy, and by the end of the weck I expeét to be joined by two and possibly four more. 
The name at the top of this sheet is not of my devising nor will it remain—I would like in 
time to feel that the builder might be Love rather than Jack. Somehow it is morc challenging, 
unless it be that ‘ Jack’s’ life had been given in love and service. I am afraid there is not 
any particular meaning to the house’s name as it stands, it merely tickled the fancy of someone 
to so name it because the one who suggested the present arrangement was named Jack. 

The house is right by the docks—very near to where you and Pat landed just a year ago this 
month (My! what a short time ago that seems !) and it links up very definitely with another 
Toc H House known definitely as ‘the Dock House.’ If Meade hadn’t sent me several 
boys off the Ohio with a letter asking me to help out his work on this side, and Bert Nash 
of the Berengaria crew hadn’t called upon me at the same time, we should not have this place. 
As soon as I realised what the situation among all these boys was I wandered along the water 
front looking for a place to be a New York home for them. The second day of my search 
brought me here. Itis a three-story building with the ground floor used by an oil company— 
this company owns the building. About six months ago the President of the Company, 
Mr. Allan G. McAvily, a Canadian, fixed up the two upper floors into living quarters. His 
son was coming to New York to work and he wanted a place for him to live. The plan was to 
get five or six men to keep house together. The son had to go away and the plan fell through. 
So we have come along with a scheme for men living together for more purposes than self- 
comfort and convenience. There are four bed-rooms, a kitchen and a bath (dare we compare 
this with Red Lion Square ?). There are two large rooms, now quite bare, which we are going 
to turn into Club rooms. The financial burden is being borne by the hostellers entirely, owing 
to Mr. McAvily’s generous arrangements. We shall have to pay about six dollars a week 
apiece for living in, and then divide up our food when we get a housekeeper. The Club room 
space is given us free, for a time anyway. 
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| The original idea was to have a hostel for the boys of the merchant ships. That was felt 
unwise because it would mark the start in New York as too British. ‘Then I thought of having 
the British members of our Group take this on as a work among and for their own junior 
fellow-countrymen That would have becn as British as the other. So instead, we are making 
it the first Start of Toc H as an American thing, in a part of the town accessible to the boys from 
the boats to use as they would any other house of ours in New York. It helps to make our efforts 
concrete, and that will mean much to our development. I waited for the big house for three 
months, but now T am sure this is a better way for the start to be made. Ii is a step towards 
a bigger place and, I trust, will ultimately be definitely a hostel for the boys on the docks— 
an avenue into the hearts and minds, and home possibly, of Americans. As it is the boy has 
no one interested in him, and what he sees of New York is along the beaten track, where lurk 
all sorts of things. Anyway, Tubby, we are underway and I hope and pray at the beginning a 
great something for this country of ours. There has been a real moving, down beneath the 
surface these few months, and this is just the first little shoot above the surface. 

It is not a well-appointed or centrally-located place. ‘To come here to live will represent 
some sacrifice. But that is better than having one of those overheated American houses 
you and Pat complained of, isn’t it? However, when we get fitted out I believe we are going 
to have a very comfortable and attraétive place. We can’t have more than six or seven living 
in, but that can make a nice family. In time, I may be able to push it up to ten or twelve 
if I can get more space on the top floor now used by the company. Already the Group is 
keen for painting and carpentry work, and beginning to-morrow evening we may have a noisy 
but happy crew at work. . . . I could fill the place to-morrow if I wanted to, but we have to be 
Toc H before we can begin to do its work. I shall write more of our family when it arrives. 
The main point is that we are really trying Toc H in a concrete way, and there is a fine though 
small lot of men behind it.” 


And here is “ Sawbone’s ” first impression, written to H.Q. on February 18, from Mark I, 
Washington, to which, as he says, he “ came down via Niagara Falls (sounds a swift process !)” 
“Mark II (U.S.A.) in New York is a great step, but only a temporary one. Pryor Grant 
had made a busy search round the docks for a house, and eventually found ‘The House that 
Jack Built’ at 560, West 24th Street. The name is clearly written over the door, and it is 
generally believed that Jack really built it. It used to be an hotel of sorts, but has lately 
telonged to a business frm who are using the ground-floor for offices. Pryor is renting the 
other two floors, which will provide accommodation for about seven living in, and there 
arc two splendid big rooms for Club rooms as well. There were six sleeping there the nights 
I was there, though he had so far failed to get a cook or steward or domestic of any kind, so I 
magine it was a fair repetition of Red Lion Square days. Meanwhile the place was being 
redecorated. 

They are meeting all the English liners and find Toc H is well-known on them all. They wel- 
come all the boys on board, many of whom belong to the Toc H Sea-going Boy’s Hostel at 
Southampton. We had a great night with some of them. When Pryor gets his bigger 
House, he will keep the ‘ House that Jack Built’ as a Hostel for sea-going fellows. 

On Tuesday, February 9, Mrs. Lusk, Pryor, Pierrepont and I, together with one Len Smith, 
welcomed the Majeffic and greeted Lusk on his return from the Festival, and bore the first 
American Lamp safely on to American soil. Len Smith, aforesaid, blew into ‘The House 
that Jack Built,’ and at once caught Toc H badly.” 

“Toc H, U.S.A.” thus has two local habitations already, and is no longer a name only to 
the passer-by. The true significance of it all is that Toc H, U.S.A., is not a pale imitation of a 
British Society. It is showing itself, from the start, to be a true American movement, the 
+4 By) 


TO ee es = a 


E are Ser 


Te 


Sea 


universal Toc H idea, translated (without offence !) into a new language, and proving—as we 
have all along said and believed—that this is indeed Everyman’s family. Already we are 
receiving the first specimens of American Toc H literature, consisting not only of an adapted 
version of What is Toc H? but of an entirely new and living “ word ” of their own. 

Finally let Tubby speak, not only for himself but for all of us. He writes in answer to 
“Remmy ” of Mark I, Washington (whose letter is quoted on page 136) and his words will 
apply equally to “The House that Jack Built ” :— 

“Your letter received to-day is certainly a historic onc, for it is the first to come from a 
Hosteller of Toc Hin the United States. I dip therefore without delay in real regard for 
‘Old Glory’ and all the immeasurable power for Christian good which rises to the noblest 
manhood beneath her. Indeed I feel I could say my nanc dimittis, send in my checks, fold 
my arms, and shut my cyes, thankful and content at last, now that this great beginning has 
come true indeed. You can scarcely imagine how we have longed for it all these years; 
and getting your letter gives me the same sort of sensation as I had when I saw the first of 
your men Step briskly up to business in the salient of Ypres. 

“Do not imagine for a moment that lam minimising the difficulties that lie ahcad of you, 
or think the battle won before it is hardly started. Toc H is going to have a very tough time 
of it before the States as a whole take hold of it with both hands and make it theirs. Mean- 
while, there are just two things to be eternally safeguarded, your being and your doing, your life 
together and your spiritual sportsmanship in changing life for others. No one in Old Toc H 
can teach you more of these in his own silent way than ‘ Uncle Sawbones’ ; and I am thankful 
both for his sake, for yours also, that he comes to be alongside for a bit in the House which, 
more than any other, I now long to sec: but we shall all see it with his cyes and await with 
especial eagerness another of his priceless letters. Meanwhile I hold you responsible for 
giving my brotherly blessings to your fellow hostellers and to the outside members as they gather 
to the support of this, clearly the greatest cause that any man of your gencration can be called 
upon to serve.” 


nese IN; SCOTLAND 


AST month (p. 53) reference was made to the difficult discussion, extending over a period 

of thirteen months, which has finally Iced to George Macleod’s resignation of the 

Glasgow Toc H chaplaincy. At their monthly meeting on March 1, the Central Executive 
passed the resolution (formal in its words but not its spirit) which follows :— 


THE RESOLUTION. 


“ That the Rev. G. F. MacLcod be informed, in reply to his letter of the 11th January, 1926, 
that the Central Executive of Toc I accepts his resignation from the post of Glasgow Padre 
with the very greatest regret—a regret which they know will be shared by the members 
gencrally. 

“The point of policy on which Mr. MacLeod has been unable to agree with the Central 
Executive is expressed as follows in the only decision recorded on the subjeét—Minute III of 
the 5th January, 1925. 

“The Rev. H. J. Fleming moved that the Central Executive receive and record the 
opinions of the Toc H Padres arrived at after their Conference at Mirfield in December, 
1924:— 

; (a) That it is not expedient that intercommunion services should be arranged in 
connection with Toc H festivals and conferences. 
(b) That all sorts of Christians should be welcomed in Toc H.” 
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[Twelve Toc H Padres attended the Conference referred to, and all of them with the excep- 
tion of the Rev. G. F. MacLeod—the others were Anglicans—agreed in this report. The two 
Toc H Padres, one Anglican and one Congregational, who were prevented from attending the 
Conference, expressed their concurrence in the opinions reported. ] 

The Central Executive of Toc H have not attempted to pledge Toc H as a society to any 
ecclesiastical opinion or line of policy. Their duty is to endeavour to build up a fellowship 
itrespective of denomination or ecclesiastical opinions, and to further the objeéts of Toc H as 
defined in the Royal Charter. They have endeavoured to arrange to the full extent of their 
powers, for the appointment of Padres, paid and unpaid, to meet the needs of members of all 
denominations. They require that all such Padres shall be fully commissioned by the 
Churches to which they belong ; they expeét them in the fellowship of Toc H to exercise their 
own ministries ; and they leave them free to do it, each in his own way, in accordance with his 
own convictions, and subjeét to such supervision by the ecclesiastical authorities of his own 
Church as that Church provides for. The Central Executive of Toc H has not issued, or claimed 
to be entitled to issue, any instruétions to any of their Padres as to the admission or non- 
admission of members or other persons to the Holy Communion, whether in Toc H Houses 
or anywhere else. They understand that certain of their Anglican Padres in 1923 made a 
mutual agreement in regard to their praétice in this matter, but this agreement has never 
been brought formally before them. Holding as they do that their Padres are to exercise, 
their own ministries in Toc H according to their convictions, and subjeét to ecclesiastical 
authority, the Central Executive cannot limit their right to consult one another, or to aĝ 
for such time as they think fit, on the agreements reached in consultation. 

The Central Exccutive of Toc H consider that such issues as intercommunion are matters 
to be decided, not by them, but by the Churches concerned. The position they have taken up 
is further based on the faét that their members, clerical and lay, hold different opinions on the 
subje. The Rev. G. F. MacLeod, because his views have not been accepted as part of the 
official policy of the Association, feels it his duty to resign his appointment as Glasgow Padre. 
The Central Executive desire to assure him, not only that his convictions have their sincere 
respect, but that his resignation in no way diminishes the affcétion with which he is regarded 
in Toc H. They cannot, however, agree to commit the Society to the policy he has advocated, 
and thereby compel a considerable number of members to choose between their loyalty to 
Toc H and their loyalty to their Church. Their refusal to impose such a choice on their 
members—when to impose it would exclude many from, and prevent many from joining, 
Toc H—stands, they consider, on quite a different footing from the inability of a particular 
member to serve Toc H in a certain capacity unless his views can be accepted by the whole 
Socicty. 

Neither George MacLeod’s resignation nor the reasons which have caused it in any way 
diminish the desire of the Central Executive to develop the Toc H movement in Scotland 
in such a way as to secure the full approval of the Church of Scotland.” 

New SCOTTISH APPOINTMENTS 

In conneétion with the last paragraph of the resolution the appointment of two new 
Presidents of Toc H is of special importance—the Right Rev. John White, Moderator of the 
General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, and of the Very Rev. Sir George Adam Smith, 
Principal of Aberdcen University, men both widely-known and honoured, not only on their 
own side of the Border. It is also hoped soon to be able to announce the appointment of a 
new Toc H Association Padre for Scotland. 

Grorce’s New Work 
On February 23 George MacLeod was appointed as minister of the Second Charge at St. 
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Cuthbert’s Parish Church, Edinburgh, vacant through the retirement of Dr. Fisher. The 
Glasgow Herald of February 13, in a half-column about George’s career and qualifications for 
this very important job in the Church of Scotland, mentions his war service with the Argyll 
and Sutherland Highlanders, his study in New York, missionary work in British Columbia, 
and ministry at St. Giles’ Cathedral, Edinburgh. “ Finally, in order to obtain a closer touch 
with work among young men, he was ordained as chaplain to Toc HinGlasgow. For a young 
man of 30 this is a most unusual record. . . . A Student, a soldier of combatant rank, a mission- 
ary, a pastor among the poorest denizens in the High Street of Edinburgh, a guide and friend 
of ex-Service men in Toc H—Mr. MacLeod has had much of the preparation needed for the 
great work to which he has now been called.” His many friends in Toc H speed him on it 
with the warmest and most affectionate wishes. His full-time job in Toc H has meant very 
much to us—and to him. And after all he still remains a full-time member—none more so— 
of our family. 


BIG BROTHER AND LITTLE BROTHER 


Teas and Pat have come back from their view of the round world, its needs, its oppor- 
tunites, the adventure and pitfalls which it offers to “ our furthest kindred in Toc H ” at 
the moment and in the days to come, with a supreme “concern” (as our Quaker members 
would say) in their minds. There will be much discussion and, if all goes well, some definite 
attion in 1926 connected with migration of boys and men overseas. Headquarters is preparing 
to set up a distin&t Overseas Department at once, not only to deal with the immense accession 
of new work which the foundation of Toc H all round the world causes daily, but also with the 
coming and going about the world of our members and others. It is not going to be an easy 
task for Toc H to live up to that part of the first Point of the Compass which pledges us all 
“ to be responsible for the welcome and well-being of those commended to our friendship ”— 
but it offers the Toc H spirit one of its biggest opportunities of fellowship and service. In the 
note which follows the General Secretary shows one well-defined means of work as far as the 
emigrant boys to Australia are concerned : our Branches and members at home can co-operate 
at once with a movement “ down under ” which is working in the same spirit. We add also a 
letter to the JourNAL from Toc H Winnipeg. An article from Tyneside on the personal job 
of work to be done on this side for emigrants has been received and will appear in these pages 
soon.—Ep. 
Tue Bic BROTHERS IN AUSTRALIA 


In considering the question of unemployment there are two outstanding faéts which must be 
faced, one that in England there are over a million people who cannot be absorbed into the 
labour market, the other that over 200,000 youths attain to manhood each year. There is no 
getting away from the faét that the little island is over-populated ; on the other hand our 
forbears have for generations led the civilised worldin the spiritof adventure and left homes 
and relatives to seek an outlet for that spirit over the face of the globe, thereby establishing 
our Empire in all the continents of the world—138 years ago the first white settlement was 
established in Australia, to-day Australia is 100 per cent. British and its people 98 per cent. 
of British origin, speaking one language through a continent 28 times as large as Great Britain. 
This great and prosperous continent is however, still largely unpopulated, and the need for 

young men of high ideals and charatter is no less great to-day than it was a century ago. 
Fortunately there has been a steady Stream of picked lads emigrating annually to Australia, 
but these are, in the majority, still in their teens and not able to fend for themselves in the way 
that the older pioneers could do. To meet this difficulty there has recently been founded a 
society called “ The Big Brother Movement.” The Big Brothers in Australia are responsible 
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citizens, non-political and non-seétarian, representing the best elements in the community. 
The Big Brother having had a boy allotted to his care is morally responsible for his welfare from 
the day he lands untilhe is 21, While in the city he usually accommodates the boy in his own 
house, sees that the work he is going to is suitable and his employers desirable, writes to him 
regularly, and advises him as his own elder brother should, and generally take the place of his 
own family head. The boy on his part is enrolled as a Little Brother and agrees to follow the 
advice from him, not to leave his employment without the approval of his Big Brother, to 
keep in touch by letter with him and his own family at home, and to set aside a weekly sum 
for asaving’s account. ‘Toc H must of necessity become more and more interested in emigra- 
tion work, and this movement is one which makes its appeal as a definite Toc H job. The 
Tyneside branches have done and are doing something towards giving boys, going out under 
the auspices of the unemployment centres, a cheery send-off; by getting in touch with this 
movement the service can be more praétical and lasting. Toc H members who know of boys 
wishing to emigrate to Australia should write the Organising Secretary, Big Brother Movement, 
Australia House, London, and get all particulars, both as to the movement and facilities 
for assisted passages, &c., while Mr. J. W. Mackenzie of the Executive Committee will be glad 
to talk to Branches in the various towns he may be visiting. Finally it may be mentioned 
that Lord Forster has just become President of the Movement, which is in itself a guarantee 
of its value to the cause of emigration and our younger brethren. R.C.G. 


A LETTER FROM CANADA 

H. S. Luckwell of Mark I, Canada, writes as follows from Winnipeg to the JOURNAL :— 
“Mark I, C., would be very glad to get in touch and co-operate with all branches, and especially 
seaports where there are branches or groups, so we appeal to your kindness in giving us a little 
Space in which to enter our plea. 

“In the last year we inaugurated an Emigration Service in which we had Tocaichers meeting 
the Canadian and Pacific and Canadian National Railways’ incoming trains bringing British 
settlers to this fair Dominion of ours. Our objeét being to give them any assistance that was 
possible for us to render, getting them lodgings for the night, assistance from one Station to 
another, and many other little aéts of service. In order to render better service than last year 
we would like to get in touch with our fellow branches in conne@tion with this work. Sea- 
port Tocaichers could especially help us by putting notices on all boats leaving for this country 
informing emigrants that Toc H in Winnipeg is at the Station for their convenience. London 
branches could help by seeing that similar notices were put in the Canadian Pacific Railway, 
Canadian National Railway, and Emigration Offices in that City. Al branches could help 
their friends or anyone coming out to this country by writing to any of our Canadian Branches, 
who would render any assistance and extend a cordial welcome to the newcomers.” 


THE SPIRIT OF A BOYS’ CLUB 


“THE first series of seven “ Talks for Boys’ Club Workers ” arranged by London Toc H 

endedon March 2. It has been an experiment in co-operation with other bodies (The 
Federation of London Working Boys’ Clubs, The London Diocesan Council for Youth, The 
Bishop of Southwark’s Council for work among Adolescents and the Metropolitan Free Church 
Federation) which has well justified itself, for apart from the value of the Talks themselves, 
it has brought the bodies concerned into real contaét with each other, and has added some 
most valuable new members to the ranks of Toc H. It is, of course, impossible to print an 
adequate report in these pages of the seven busy evenings of address and discussion at Mark VII, 
but we give extraéts herewith from one of the “ Talks ” dealing in a very pra&tical way with 
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part of the subject. The speaker (on February 9) was the Rev. E. E. Raven,of St. John’s 
College, Cambridge, the Warden of the Maurice Hostel, Hoxton, and his subjeét was “The Club 
—its purpose and spirit.” In the course of his talk he said :— 
“ In the first place, unless the club is so big that the personal factor is largely eliminated, 
it is, I believe, almost invariably true that the club is a very accurate mirror of the mind and 
outlook of the manager. If he is athletic and a keen sportsman, the club will be largely 
sporting. If he is a keen reader, his boys will enjoy reading. If he is energetic, so will the 
club be—and so on. This holds true, I believe, in the smallest details. If the manager, for 
instance, is tired and depressed, there will be an atmosphere of exhaustion in the club, while, 
if he is feverishly aétive, the club will strike the outsider as a bewildering whirl of aétivity. 
For this reason it is very necessary that the man who proposes to run a club should be very 
clear before he starts what his great object in running the club is going to be, and what the 
ideal he is going to set before him for his boys. There are many clubs whose value is very 
greatly diminished because the manager has no very clear ideas on this subjeét: he lives from 
hand to mouth. . . . Tome, at least, the true purpose of a club must be the building of character, 
the turning out of men who are sound workers, sound citizens and sound men. It is a hard 
task, and it calls for the utmost patience and the utmost effort on the part of the manager. 
He must first struggle to produce in himself the chara¢ter he desires to produce in his boys. . . . 
The manager has first and foremost to set to work to build up a sound tone in his club— 
a good ‘ club-spirit’ in other words, and to keep it sound when once it has been established, 
for nothing is more easily lost and nothing is harder to regain. It must not only be a high 
standard in itself, but it must at the same time be a sympathctic onc, which does not simply 
turn away in scorn from what is unworthy of itself, but which aims rather at steadily leading 
forward the weaker vessels. It must never be degraded into an exclusive and self-righteous 
code, but must be the natural and spontaneous outcome of the life the boys live in their club. 
Every activity of the club has its part to play in the building-up of the general tone. .. . 

Again, in the matter of disciplining the club, there is abundant opportunity for encouraging 
the development of a high standard of condué. For many, more fortunately placed, I believe 
it is true to say that nothing has ever proved so valuable a training as the captaincy of 
their house at school. In the same way, if the club-committee is given real authority in 
the club, membership of the committee or leadership in some department of the work can 
be of tremendous value. I have always aimed myself at making the club as nearly as possible 
self-governing, so that now, when occasion demands it, the club can be left unofficered for 
a week at a time without any disaster. It is a long job and requires endless patience to train 
boys to look after their fellows, and often one feels one could do it far better one’s self, than 
leave it to be mismanaged by a boy—but it is well worth the trouble. . . . The great thing 
that committee work teaches to committee members is that a bad club is the inevitable 
result of a bad committee, while a good committee will equally inevitably produce a good 
clubi 

I have often been asked whether I considered no religion or compulsory religion were bestin a 
club. My reply is that neither, to my mind, is desirable in a general club. A Church club 
may perhaps justifiably demand compulsory religious attendance, but, in that case only the 
more respectable boys can be hoped for as members of it. On the other hand a club without 
religion appears to me to fail at the outset to attempt to fulfil its purpose. If religion is a 
practical help in the living of one’s daily life, then religion is a necessity for a club which is 
aiming at training chara€cr. But it must be a prattical religion. If duty to God is related 
to duty to one’s neighbour, it is a tremendous help in enabling the boy to rise to the club ideal, 
but if the two are divorced and either is taught apart from the other, then my experience 
is that neither will stand the test of time.” 
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THE FOURTH NORTHERN CONFERENCE 


qP Northern Conference, mecting roughly twice a ycar, Started its career at Mark IV, 
Manchester, migrated to Mark VIII, Sheffield, and last year to Mark XII, Halifax ; it has 
just met at Mark XIV, Salford ; is due to meet in September at Mark X, Hull, and (sinceT yneside 
insists that it has never yet been held in the “ real ” North) will probably visit Mark XVIII, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne next Spring. On February 27 and 28 something over 60 members assembled 
atMark XIV. They represented branches and groups at Altrincham, Birmingham, Blackburn 
Coalville, Dewsbury, Halifax, Hull, Hulme, Leicester, Liverpool, Manchester, Mansfeld, 
Middlesbrough, Newton Heath, Northwich, Oldham, Rotherham, Salford, Sheffield, Spen 
Valley, Staveley, Stockport, Tyneside, Windermere, and York. Headquarters was represented 
by Barkis who was in the chair—or rather on the fender, for the club-room of Mark XIV, 
even when stripped of all chairs, only just accommodated the audience seated on the floor, 
by a sheer aét of faith. 

The first session on Saturday afternoon opened with an offer from Windermere Branch, 
voiced by Leigh Groves, to set apart and furnish some rooms attached to their proposed 
new headquarters (in a house recently presented for public purposes to the Windermere 
Council) for the use of convalescent Northern members of Toc H, or persons recommended by 
them as needing rest and change at small cost. This offer was discussed and gratefully 
accepted. 

Mark IV then proposed a resolution to the effect that “ żhe general lay-out of the Toc H 
Journar is excelent and that it would be inadvisable to reduce the price by using cheaper paper 
or altering the printing,¢»c.” Representatives of many branches and groups spoke, stressing 
the points that 6d. a month is a negligible sum, compared to members’ expenditure on “ luxu- 
ties,”that there would be few, if any, extra subscribers for a 3d. JourNAL, and that a cheaper 
issue would lose much of its attraétiveness to members and most of its propaganda value to 
outsiders. The chairman, who, as the Editor, was in a somewhat invidious position, said 
the aim should be better value for the same money, rather than inevitably less value for 
less money. Support for the motion was quite unanimous. 

A motion, introduced by “Mac,” of Rotherham,‘ shat more officials from H.Q. (London) 
should visit Northern Branches andGroups,” produced a good deal of discussion. It was clear 
that the small staff at H.Q., under increasing pressure of work, were not lacking in will so much 
as in time and means to travel more often. 

After tea Altrincham asked Should members show up at Branch meetings as part of their job 
in Toc H? One speaker after another Stressed fellowship as the fundamental basis of Toc H, 
and it was agreed that attendance at Toc H meetings was not a “ job ” or an “ obligation °? 
for members, but an essential part of the family life which they must find means to enjoy 
as frequently as possible. 

The Conference then deliberately broke up into a “‘ Conversazione,” a series of little groups 
meeting all over the House and garden. (At least one Padre and one area secretary were 
reported to have conduéted a brisk theological warfare at the bar of the Wheatsheaf over the 
road.) “ High tea”—always a serious undertaking in the North—lead on to the guest-night, 
when the club room was inconceivably full. Barkis spoke endlessly, oblivious of muffled 
cramp among his audience, but there was a great spirit abroad that night in the room. The 
Lamp was lit, and Padre Billy Williams led family prayers by its light. 

On Sunday morning C. of E. members made their Communion at St. Anne’s round the 
corner, and Free Church members in the beautiful cellar-chapel of Mark XIV. At 10.30 
the Conference met for the biggest part of their agenda. This was a discussion on Federations 
and Area Conferences. ‘Two successive motions became often—properly and improper] y— 
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combined or contused. The first, introduced by Arthur Lodge (Yorks Area Secretary), was 
“ that the lines of development of Toc H should be in the diretlion of area or diftrift Federations.” 
Arthur described the working of the existing West Yorks Federation, based on Mark XII. 
H.Q., he said, appointed 11 out of the 20 members of the Federation Executive and this pro- 
vided a perfeét /iaison between H.Q. and the Branches. The Executive met monthly, reviewed 
the situation, and sent help where necessary, with the result that the numbers and sorts 
of work undertaken had increased amazingly and some corporate jobs for the whole arca 
scemed probable in the future. “ We must have a certain amount of organisation in Toc H— 
families much smaller have to have some sort of order. We can make organisation our 
master or our servant ; everything depends on how we usc it.” Les Abdy (North-East Arca 
Secretary) introduced the next motion—“ that conferences by areas are to be desired in Toc H 
on the grounds that cach area has its peculiar outlook, temperament and difficulties, which are 
likely to differ from those of other areas.” We also quoted the working experience of his area, 
where the Tyneside Conference mects every two months to enable secretaries and jobmasters 
of the “ real ” North (Northumberland, Durham, Cumberland and Westmorland) to exchange 
ideas and discuss difficulties. He maintained that if each large area had its Federation to deal 
thus with its special local problems, only important questions affecting the work of Toc H as a 
whole need come before the Northern Conference (a meeting of various Federations in the 
North). “The Federation looks inward—towards its own particular concerns : the Con- 
ference looks outward—towards the whole good of Toc H.” There was much discussion of 
these two motions. Pat Leonard called on by the chairman for his opinion, said he was 
doubtful about Federations. “1 am dreadfully afraid of organisation killing Toc H,” he 
said. “ In five years Toc H might have lost the family atmosphere and become merely an 
organisation for getting jobs done. Jobs in themselves are not of much value to the Kingdom 
of God: the value is mainly to the fellow who does the job.” Padre Williams said that, if 
Toc H continued to extend at its present rate, Federations would be absolutely necessary. 
Other speakers pointed out that the existing Federations were a natural growth and tended 
to increase the family spirit by bringing branches and groups more close together in common 
work. The final upshot of this discussion (which was postponed and continued after dinner) 
was a unanimous vote that all branches and groups should be invited to discuss the matter 
and to send their conclusions to the General Secretary at H.Q. not later than May 31.* 

The last item of the morning’s programme was a very careful and well-informed paper 
read by Isherwood (Mark XIV) on the Fisher Education At of 1918. He urged all Toc RB 
members to study the provisions of the A& and to stimulate public opinion in every way 
towards having it taken off the shelf again and put into operation. 

At noon all assembled in brilliant sunshine in the garden—“ this most glorious cathedral,” 
as Pat well called it—for family prayers. The form of thanksgiving for a Branch (out of the 
Toc H Treasury of Prayers) was used—the parts appointed to be said by the padre, chairman, 
secretary, jobmaster and lamp-lighter being said in unison by all padres, chairmen, secretaries, 
jobmasters and lamplighters present. Pat told the story of the forty martyrs on the frozen 
lake at Sebaste very simply and movingly. After dinner the delegates sat on blankets in 
the garden for the last session. Stockport brought forward a motion to the effett that Toc H 
members should take an aitive part on public bodies, local councils, €c., in connection with the 
alleviation of social evils. This produced a good discussion. “Mac,” of Sheffield, followed 

with a motion that “ Boys’ Clubs ought to be open on Sunday evenings for concerts, games, Cc.” 
This was the most impressive “ speech ” of the Conference and stirred the delegates so greatly 
that the Chairman was asked to persuade the Editor of the Journat to print Mac’s words 

* Will Secretaries accept this, the only intimation, and act according—if this Branches or Groups are willing 


so to do.—Ep, 
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infull: this the Editor-Chairman readily undertook to do, and the summary which the speaker 
sent in follows this report. The real heart of the problem was deeper than the motion implied, for 
the main discussion centred round finding an alternative meeting place, other than the “ Devil’s 
Mile,” or Sunday night parade for young men and girls in all cities. Of this, more later— 
for the Conference was most anxious that Toc H as a whole should try to think constructively 
about the conditions which cause so much waste of Sunday leisure. 

And so home—after a really gay and deep renewal of friendships over the business of the 
family. There were no votes of thanks, but everyone was sincerely grateful to our hosts, 
to the Warden, to Jack in the kitchen and the waiter-hoétellers, for flawless and true-hearted 
hospitality. The next merry meeting is fixed for September 25 and 26 at Mark X, Hull. 

T. & B. 


WANTED—SHEEPDOGS ! 


(\NE of the things that must strike any visitor who comes on Sunday to most of our 

provincial cities, is the hordes of lads and girls who tramp aimlessly up and down 
some main street as evening draws on. One asks oneself why they are there, and the question 
is only too easy tò answer: from crowded homes with no room to do their courting, 
unwanted by their parents, there are only two alternatives, the pubs or the streets. Perhaps 
they too have wondered why, just as they, and all the thousands like them, come out for the 
evening, the parks and the churches are all being closed. Perhaps they have wondered why 
no one seems to care whether from sheer boredom they slip off in pairs to some back Street 
or dark corner where mischief waits for idle hands and bodies, or whether they go on 
tramping. Is Toc H to help to find the solution of the problem ?—it can, it must be solved, 
and love can do it. 

Let us be clear about one or two things. Negations will not solve the problem: the cries 
of “Continental Sunday,” “Sunday Labour,” and the like are useless; let us recognise 
frankly that more people go to church during the Continental Sunday than during the English 
one: let us understand that the sort of muddled mind which goes to church in a tram run by 
Sunday labour, and cries out when Sunday afternoon games are proposed in the parks, is not 
the sort of mind which will solve this problem. ‘Thou shalt not” is no use. Letus seek 
patiently and lovingly for a solution, treading on as few corns as possible, but keeping our 
minds clear, recognising that this needs some hard thinking, some hard praying, and some 
careful work, Circumstances may differ in different places : it may be possible as a start in 
one town to make use of the churches with the co-operation of the clergy; in another to take 
a big hall aad run a really good evening concert ; in yet another to get the boys’ clubs opened 
on Sunday. But we must be sure that we have planned our course with care, and we must not 
think that any one Step accomplished has brought a final solution. 

This subject was discussed at the recent Northern Conference and I am putting before you 
the wish of that Conference that this subjeét should be ventilated, discussed and prayed about 
by all branches. It is hard, it will be harder, as soon as you try to do anything definite ; 
it is not an casy job. But non possumus (“we can’t move”) is no motto for Toc H. Here 
are the sheep—unshepherded, wandering ; something wust be done, and a society that has set 
out to turn the world upside down will not be deterred by the difficulties. Look for help, 
consult everyone, sce your Councillors, your Social Service Council, have a Conference, Afove— 
and the Great Shepherd of the sheep will aid and bless. I propound no ready-made solution, 
lonly put the problem before you. Wil you make it an urgent subje& for discussion, and let 
the brethren know what you think, and what you purpose ? Mac. 
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TOC H SCOUTING AND ROVER NOTES 


An outcome of the Birthday Rover Conference on December 20 has been 

the drawing up of a few simple rules for the running of Scout Troops by 

Toc H Branches and Groups. These rules were approved by Alec Birkmire 
(H.Q. Rover Secretary), George Moore, Tom Garaway, Sawbones, “ Oogaf,” Brochner, and 
P. B. Nevill (Scout H.Q.) and were “ passed into law ” by the Central Executive on March 1. 
The rules are as follows :— 

1. Since Toc H is only empowered to recruit for Toc H troops from its own membership 
(i.e., is only able to form Toc H Rover troops), Boys’ troops officered and controlled by a branch 
or group mutt not be called “ Toc H troops.” They should be registered with the Local Asso- 
ciation in the ordinary way, as, e.g., “ 32nd London,” “ 4th Bristol,” &c. 

z. Toc H as an Association does not assume any responsibility for such troops. The par- 
ticular branch or group concerned is responsible to the Local Scout Association for the manage- 
ment and well-being of the troop. 

3. Toc H symbols (e.g., the Lamp, the Double Cross) must not be used as troop emblems. 
The Double Cross as a scarf emblem is registered for the use of Toc H Rovers only ; and the 
Lamp must not be used in any form as an emblem without the sanétion of the Guard of the 
Lamp. 

4. While recognising the value of such work in certain circumstances, headquarters feels 
that a branch or group should not undertake the running of a Boys’ troop unless there are 
special reasons which make it desirable. In any case the Arca Padre and the Local Scout 
Association should be consulted. 

[If other organisations—churches, schools, &c.—in the distri& are running troops, it is not 
advisable to start what may seem to be an “ opposition show.” It is better to use the man- 
power of Toc H in helping existing troops]. 

Will all Toc H Rovers note that scarves are now supplied by Charles Thompson, the official 
outfitter to Toc H, and wor by the Rover Secretary ? Also that the price is 1s. 6d. ? Several 
people seemed to have missed or forgotten the note on page 278 of the O&ober JOURNAL! 

A, B. 
* * * * 

Scour MEMORIAL AT MARK X1V.—Ever since Mark XIV came into being it has been 

Pat’s cherished hope to have a room in the House that would mark the close relationship 
between Toc H in Salford and Salford Scouting, and during his absence abroad the Scouts 
of Salford, by their spontancous offerings, laid on the town Cenotaph on Scout Sunday, raised 
the endowment for the last unnamed room in Mark XIV. So on February 6 Scouts of all 
degrees in their hundreds filled Hall and Common Room and Upper Landings to overflowing, 
whilst Pat made the formal dedication. Assisted by Padres Preston and Giles (members of 
the Branch) and Catlow, representing the Free Churches, the first part of the simple and im- 
pressive service was taken from the main stairway and after the Treasurer of the Local 
Association had handed over the cheque covering the endowment. Pat spoke to the boys 
as only he can on service through sacrifice. The Lamp was lighted in the Memorial Room, 
the dedicatory prayer said, and from the basement came the notes of the “ Last Post,” followed 
after a further prayer by joyous, stirring “ Reveille.” Thence to the cellar where the Gilbert 
Talbot Rover Den was similarly dedicated to “ the honour of God and the training of His 
Sons,” and as the little procession made its way back to the Main Hall there burst forth 
hundreds of boyish voices singing Blake’s “ Jerusalem.” TIMBERWOLYF. 
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4 We deeply regret to report the death of WALTER SOUTHWELL Jones on February 24, 
at the age of 65, following a serious operation earlier in the same week. His coming into 
Toc H was a romance which should not be forgotten—the anonymous offer in the “ agony 
column” of the Times of his house in a well-known “watering place ” to some society which 
would fittingly commemorate his son killed in a€tion, Toc H’s answer at a venture—and his 
gift to us not only of Mark V, Southampton, but of his own constant services, both there and 
on the Central Executive, up to the last. The Executive have expressed the sympathy of 
Toc H to Mrs. Southwell Jones. 


Ø Padre SAwBRIDGE (“ Sawbones ” of Leicester) has been appointed temporary chaplain 
at Winnipeg in the place of Padre HERBERT CAWLEY who is coming to England to join the 
Staff at All Hallows-by-the-Tower. 


Ø Dr. Witttam B. Lusk, of Ridgeficld, Conneéticut, whom many English members met at 
the time of the Birthday, has becn appointed by the Central Executive an Hon. Association 
Padre of Toc H in U.S.A. 


@ The first Lamp of Maintenance to receive a naval dedication has just been given in memory 
of GEorGE HARLEY Pownatt, Lt..Commander, R.N., killed at “ V ”?” Beach, Gallipoli, on 
April 25, 1915. It is the gift of his mother, and will go to Plymouth if the Group attains 
Branch status in 1926. 


> 


Ø Members of Toc H should always remember that the Lamp of Maintenance may carry 
forward the light not only of the Elder Brethren of the War, but of those who have spent 
themselves in any field of service. Already we have Lamps dedicated, for instance, to a 
man who worked faithfully for boys all his life and to one of the climbers who perished in the 
ascent of Mount Everest. And now a Lamp has been given in memory of REGINALD GEORGE 
GRIFFITH BLACKALL, a doétor who “ gave his life for his friends ” : he died on November 29, 
1925, at the age of 44, the victim of self-sacrificing X-Ray experiment. The donor is a fellow- 
physician, Dr. C. Lockyer (London Branch). 


@ Heartiest congratulations to The Link, the printed Journal of Toc H Australia, which has 
issued its excellent first number : it takes the place of the typed Forerunner, which ran to six 
monthly numbers. The Link contains 8 pages, rather larger than ours, and costs 3d. (members 
who want to reduce the price of our 40-48-page JOURNAL, please note). The name has a two- 
fold meaning—for the paper is to be a Zink between Toc H in all States of the Commonwealth, 
and to be a “ /ink” (18th century English name for a torch) of Toc H: a lighted torch, 
crossed by the double Cross of Ypres, appears in orange on the front page. The first number 
contains a short editorial, a letter of good-bye from Lord Forster, an article by Padre Hayes, 
and much news. 


Ø Yet another “notable contemporary”! Vol. I, No. 1 (January, 1926) of the Toc H 
Journat, WinnirEG ” has reached us. In size and shape it is similar to the Toronta Toc H 
Journal, now quite a veteran. The first number has a picture of Mark I (C) on the front, 
much news, and both comic and serious “ features.” James McAush greeting his brother- 
editor at home, writes, “ It is already proving of much value to us, especially in the out-of- 
town distri€ts. We have many radio friends in the prairies and our Journat through them will 
spread the Gospel of Toc H.” We wish him a thousand-fold increase of circulation and all 
power to the editorial elbow! 


@ The addresses of three new Housks overseas are registered this month (see Secretaries’ List 
on page 116). Warmest greetings from all of us to the new families of hostellers in Washington, 


II$ 


New York and Buenos Aires, and sincerest thanks to those who have made the opening of 
Marks I and II (U.S.A.) and Mark 1 (South America) possible ! 


Ø A meeting of Toc H members of the old CAVENDISH ASSOCIATION was held on February 24, at 
the Duke of Devonshire’s London house, to discuss plans for further Toc H work in the schools. 
Lord Forster took the chair, Hamilton Fyfe (Headmaster of Christ’s Hospital, and a Vice- 
President of Toc H) and Barkis spoke. The chief result was the appointment of a Schools 
Advisory Committee for this work, of which there will be more to say later. 


Ø Tuspy gives notice that the date of his visit to Chrigt’s Hospital has been postponed from 
March 28 to Whitsunday evening, May 23. 

Ø The South Shields Secretary writes “ THE Man WITH THE DONKEY—We were very inter- 
ested in February’s JOURNAL (p. 64), for Kirkpatrick was a Shieldsman.” He adds that in 
the local library there is a bronze Statuette of him, given by the Freemason’s lodge at Tyne 
Dock, with an inscription telling the gallant story. 

@ SECRETARIES’ List, February Alterations and Additions :—(a) New Groups (at home): 
Crowszorouch, S. E. Welfare, 1, Pasture Villa, White Hill; Dover, E.F. Prescott, 1, Shona 
Street; HoyLanp AND Disrricr, H. Goddard, King Street, Hoyland, near Barnsley ; Hype, 
A. R. Cook, c/o Higham Press, Hamnett Street, Hyde, Manchester; Rainuam, H. Bates, 
Mackslands, Rainham, Kent ; Weysripce, H. W. J. Monk, Monument Restaurant, Monument 
Hill. (Overseas) Cairo, R. S. Mundy, Anglo-American Y.M.C.A., Davies Bryan Building. 

(b) New Houses (Overseas): Marx I (U.S.A.), 2148, Florida Avenue, Washington; MARK 
11 (U.S.A.), 560, West 24th Street, New York ; Marx 1(SourH Amenica), Calle de Chacabuco, 
723, Buenos Aires. 

(c) Change of Secretary (at home): BATTERSEA, C. O. Leadbitter, 69, Overstrand Mansions, 
S.W. 11; BErmonpseEy, C. G. Turtle, Mark XXII, 3, Jamaica Road, S.E. 16; COVENTRY, 
A. Bowen, 38, Buls Head Lanc, Stoke, Coventry; FoLkEstTONE, T. L. Hicks, 9, Marinc 
Crescent ; HAMPSTEAD, C. Woolston, 13, Llanvanor Road, N.W. 2; HARPENDEN, F. Stevens, 
Tennyson Road; Hincxxey, A. C. Bedford, “The Briars,” The Spa, Hinckley ; Lonpon, 
Marx I, T. R. Smith, Mark I, 23, Queen’s Gate Gardens, S.W. 7; Luron, L. J. Merchant, 
134, Castle Strect; MANCHESTER, R. H. Bealey, 30, Scarsdale Road, Victoria Park ; Mans- 
FIELD, E. Wass, 52, Woodhouse Road; PENZANCE AND West Cornwa tu, P. J. Batten, 2, 
Regent Buildings ; Suorenam, F. Oakley, “ Beulah,’ Gordon Road. (Overseas): Ausralia : 
ADELAIDE, Mark Robinson, Box 1202; Brisbpans, W. S. Findlay, 107, King House, Queen 
Street; GUILDFORD, N. Graham, 71, James Street; NEWCASTLE, A. S. Challen, 3, High 
Street. Malaya: PENANG, J. W. Clark, c/o Kennedy Burkill & Co., Ltd. 

(d) Change of Address: Brurasr Secretary to 6, Clarence Street; HIGHGATE Secretary to 
15, Northolme Road, Highbury Park, N. 5 ; LEEDs Secretary to 11, Gledhow Wood Avenue ; 
Metron Mownray Secretary to 24, Park Road. 

(e) Correffions: BRIGHTON AND Hove Secretary’s address is 39, Gloucester Road (not as 
printed); CHELsrIELD Group, Kent was misprinted ‘“Chelsford”; Hurme Secretary's 
address is 19, Russell Street, Moss Side, Manchester (not Hulme); Sournrorr Secretary is 
J. H. Render (not Pender). 

(f) L.W.H. : New Groups : Canrernury, Miss L. Freeman, 38, Sturry Road; DONCASTER, 

Miss Bone, “ Kenilworth,” Avenue Road; NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE£, Miss C. M. Goodman, 
Y.W.C.A. Girls’ Club, Westgate Road; Wesr Ham, Miss F. Marsden, 47, Crofton Road, 
Plaistow, E. 13. Change of Secretary: BirMINGHAM (pro. tem.), Mrs. Williams, Meridale, 
Park Avenue, Handsworth; Istincron, Miss Evans, 19, Hale Street, N. 1 ; MANSFIELD, Miss 
Garratt, 93, Moor Street; Oxrorp, Miss M. Ellis, 8, Regent Street; READING, Miss Froude, 
95, King’s Road. 
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NEWS FROM BRANCHES AND GROUPS 


BELFAST.—The Newsboys’ Club has moved to its permanent premises, and last Thursday 
had an exciting Boxing Competition. Gymnastics, Football, a Savings Bank and a Library 
ate lines of advance. Women helpers make an indefinable difference, and are precursors of 
an L.W.H. The branch has at last got a room of its own, opposite G.P.O., capable of holding 
eighty. This like the Newsboys? Club, requires furniture. Mr. Harris’s concert party pleased 
at the Prison, and Gwyther’s has again been active. Each Monday we provide a programme 
at the Prison, and the audience is exceedingly intelligent and appreciative. At branch 
meetings we have learned about Poor-Law and Housing; had a very good discussion on 
ae Trade, and defeated a proposal to meet fortnightly only—thus showing elements of 
ife. Pat. 


CARDIFF,—Lent saw the beginning ot a series of what are called “ Upper Room Nights ”’ 
(the inspiration of H. L. Davies). The branch Executive has wisely set aside Thursdays for 
meetings of a serious nature, when members take it in turns to lead a discussion on a subject 
dear to their hearts. And Padre F. Turton Dixon, R.N. (The Mission to Seamen’s Chaplain 
at Barry Dock), who is now the hon. Toc H Association Area Padre for South Wales, is giving 
us a course of le€tures at our H.Q. at No. 4, Fitzalan Place, Cardiff, on Mondays, which are 
greatly appreciated. These meetings and the special Intercessions at the Toc H 9 a.m. 
Celebrations on the first Sunday in the month by Padre Clark at St. Dyfrig’s Church, tend to 
Strengthen the fellowship within the family and make the desire for service keener. In this 
connection the regrettable resignation of Mr. John P. Hoatson—who leaves Cardiff to become 
an Organiser under the Miners’ Welfare Scheme—as Managing-Secretary of the Boys’ Club, 
after seven years’ fine work under moŝt trying conditions, makes our interest in the Club more 
vital than ever. Toc H will surely live by what we make of our opportunities here. The 
visit of Padre G. LI. Williams in April—who, at the request of Headquarters, is to make a 
Toc H survey of Wales—is being looked forward to most eagerly. We are busy seeing that 
the right “contacts” are available and hope that the mission will be abundantly fruitful. 
The dream of seeing a Toc H House established at Cardiff seems like being fulfilled at last. 

A. T.M. 


CHELTENHAM “A” GROUP.—“ Impressions of the Birthday Festival,” presented by 
four members who attended that wonderful event, attracted a very good crowd of members 
and visitors on February 10, and it is certain that those who were privileged to be present 
received a vivid impression of a memorable occasion. POTU. 


COLCHESTER.—At the end of last winter we were plunged into gloom at the loss of our 
room in St. George’s Club, which ceased to be. The Y.M.C.A. are now in occupation and 
we have another room in the basement—so that members are literally “ getting down to it.” 
Everyone has a job of some kind. Money being a painful necessity, we had a successful whist 
drive on January 26. 


COTTINGHAM.—We are making steady progress locally in our execution of Toc H work 
and are becoming recognised locally. On February 18 we carried out a further corporate job 
and visited the East Riding Sanatorium at Raywell, and after a visiting tour of the wards we 
entertained (?) the inmates to an impromptu concert in the recreation room. We have started 
a series of talks, each member taking his own different profession or trade; to date we have 
heard talks on “ Antique Furniture,” “Gas Works,” and “ Timber and Sawmilling,” all of 
which have been interesting and instructive. Kindly note change of meeting room to “ The 
Men’s Club,” Church Yard. G. V.S. 
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DEWSBURY.—Mr. O. Jones recently gave us a fine address on Dr. Albert Schweitzer “on 
the edge of the primeval forest ’—a wonderful instance of self-sacrifice. On February 18 Mr. 
Parkinson, local Police Court Missioner, spoke on “ The Treatment of Crime.” Every second 
and fourth Tuesday we have a study circle on “ International Relations.” Meetings: From 
March 2 every Tuesday at the Temperance Hall, Corporation Street, at 8 p.m. Note change 
of address. Ducky. 


DONCASTER.—We are carrying on with various jobs, the principal of which is the 
investigation and administration locally of the Emergency Help Fund. We are also strenuously 
trying to find premises. We welcome the newly-formed group of the L.W.H. We have said 
good-bye regretfully to Powders, 2 most valuable member, whose “ bread and butter ” has 
taken him South, and we fear that we are to lose Sparks, our chairman, who is probably going 
to St. Helens. Meetings: At 8 p.m. alternate Tuesdays (March 2, 16, 30), above Doncaster 


Autocars, Hallgate. 


HASTINGS.—The Dedication of our Lamp took place at the Town Hall on February 3, in 
presence of the Mayor and about two hundred townspeople. The Lamp was dedicated by 
Padres Lloyd-Davies and Thornton, and we were very glad to have the services of Councillor 
Berwick of Tunbridge Wells Branch. The Lamp was put under the Town Roll of Honour, 
where it remained for a fortnight. It is now making a tour of the churches. The debate on 
February 18 went off very well; the subject was “ The Spirit of Brotherhood.” Two 
interesting talks will be by Padre Lloyd-Davies on March 4 and Major Beasley, of the National 
Savings Committee, on March 17. Meetings: Every Thursday at 7.30, at Bourne Walk. 

TITWILLOW, 


HULL.—Our recent Anniversary Celebrations were an unqualified success. We had with 
us the hard-working Les Abdy, who spoke to us on the “ Relationship of Toc H to Municipal 
Affairs,” and the discussion which followed was so full of varied opinions that even the news- 
paper men who were present were somewhat at a Joss as to the real opinion of the majority. 
But the view propounded by Padre Mac, from All Hallows, an old friend of ours, that the 
duty of Toc H lay not with search for honours, but with the performance, quietly but none the 
less effectively, of work “behind the scenes,” was perhaps that generally acccpted. The 
Sunday Services were indeed sources of inspiration. Cclebrations of Holy Communion at St. 
Jude’s Church for the Anglican members (with Padre Garaway, assisted by Padre Mac and 
Padre Billy Williams, officiating), and for Nonconformist members (with Padre George 
MacLeod officiating) in the chapel of Mark X, were largely attended, as were the services in 
St. Stephen’s Church in the morning (with a special sermon by Padre Mac), and in Brunswick 
Wesleyan Church in the evening (with a sermon for the occasion by Padre George MacLeod). 
Padre MacLeod began in rather an unique manner: “I fecl it a privilege that I, a Minister of 
the Church of Scotland, should find myself seated with a priest of the Church of England, in 
a Wesleyan Methodist pulpit.” A sample of what Toc H can do. The ceremony of Light 
created great interest at each service. On the Sunday afternoon “Gibby ” (J. T. Gibbons, 
founder of the Rest House Movement at Heckmondwike) introduced his scheme, and again 
created a tremendously kcen interest, as may be evidenced by the many culogistic comments 

made by visitors of kindred organisations locally. Perhaps the best impression of our 
Anniversary Cclebrations may be gained from a paragraph of a letter to the Secretary from the 
Secretary of onc of the groups and branches who visited us that week-end. He says: “It 
was a wonderful and uplifting experience. lt seemed that when among all the fellows one 
met there, anything was possible. I went feeling just my inconspicuous self; but whilst there 
I felt a part of something great.” Our membership is in a healthy condition, and the catcring 
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for the Sports’ side of our work is in the nature of a Rugby Union Footbali team, which has 
improved beyond all recognition since its first match some months ago. Ere these lines appear 
in print, the team will have played its first cup-tie with Leeds Roundhay. SECANDASS. 


KENSWORTH.—We are carrying on quietly. We have had the job of distributing coal 
to the aged and invalids of the village, and, with the help of the ladies, entertained 
150 youngsters. We also raised funds for an old member who has now died of tuberculosis 
after two years’ suffering ; and have started a benevolent fund for necessitous cases which 
arise from time to time. On February 19, two of our “ offspring,” Luton Branch and Stud- 
ham Group, honoured us with a visit and provided a fine programme. We are to pay a return 
visit in the near future. Padre Challice, who has now taken the living, after many years as 
a missionary in Africa, is our new padre. Cows.tp. 


LANCASTER.—We opened the New Year by holding our first Annual Meeting, which 
was well attended; and on January 5 we kept the Group’s Birthday with a “ hot-pot ” 
supper. During the winter we have had a series of lectures and debates. The event of the 
season takes place on March 18, when Pat Leonard brings his slides of the world-tour. Last 
week we held the last of a number of whist drives in aid of local charities. Our members are 
helping the Y.M.C.A., the Christ Church Boys’ Club, and our concert party has provided 
entertainment for various objects. G.H. J. B. 


LINCOLN.—We are just getting over the Grantham Conference on February 20, and Pat’s 
visit, which was a joy and inspiration to everyone. We hope to make a special stir at our 
guest-night on Match 13. The lads are giving voice in community songs, and we are inviting 
some who ought to be inside Toc H. Membership is steadily growing. We are carrying on 
our Boys’ Club work and the visits to the County Mental Hospital as regular corporate jobs, 
and helping with anything else that comes along. A. EL W. 


LIVERPOOL.—On January 23 we saw Tubby and Barkis on holiday—depicted on the 
screen during a lantern le€ture on the Toc H expedition of 1923 to the Pyrences. The follow- 
ing Saturday saw a catastrophe and a success. The Crippled Children’s Parlour in the after- 
noon was very nearly a failure, owing to lack of cars to fetch the kiddies—but we pulled 
through. That night we had our first joint social evening with the “Toc Emmas,” which 
went off very well. As an outcome of the Rovers’ evening, reported a month ago, we took 
out “the Circus” once again—this time to Birkenhead, where it performed very well. 
(See below—Ep.) We shallsoon be taking “ the Circus ” to Waterloo (see pag? 120 —Ep.) and 
Kirkdale, where groups are taking root. We had a rare good talk the other night from Jack 
Hayes (the Labour M.P.), on “ The Life of an Ordinary Member.” The speaker, in a humorous 
talk, gave us a clear insight into the running of Parliament—and finished up with a game of 
ping-pong ! PENQUIN. 

Padre Edward Harrison writes to the General Secretary, on February 11, about Birkenhead : 
“Tam very glad to be able to report a really excellent meeting with a view to the formation 
of a Toc H Group here on Tuesday last. It was held at the Scouts’ Headquarters . . . the 
majority of fellows there were Patrol Leaders or Rovers, but we had some ordinary “ civilians.” 
... We took over what we have come to describe as ‘The Circus,’ that is to say, some 
eighteen of the keenest members of the Branch, including the office holders. I was called on 
first for a general exposition of Toc H; Whittle spoke about local organisation and job- 
mastery; Pearson on Rovering in Toc H; Burns about the Cripples’ Parlour; and Bain 
on the steps to be taken in the formation of a Group and about the twin ideals of the Toc H 
family. We broke up in the middle for tea, and we sang and fraternised.” He also adds : 
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“ Everyman's Club—Our open Wednesday evening was very jolly last night. We had in our 
usual gang of thirty or more very rough lads and young men, real corner-boys in tattered 
jackets. Tea and biscuits, chess, draughts, table-tennis, piano, quoits, gramophone, &c., 
till 9.30. Then we gathered round the stove, and Gorton read to them, with a few suitable 
words of introdudtion, one of the Little Plays of St. Francis. There are great possibilities in 
this open evening.” 


Albert Peel, of Liverpool Branch, writes to H.Q. on the move in the Waterloo difri of Liver- 
pool: “Two or three of the Liverpool members have made it their business to get together 
a group in Waterloo. The other week we took a few likely fellows down to a meeting of the 
Liverpool Branch and talked to them of Toc H and gave them literature. On January 29 
we held a meeting in the home of one of the Liverpool members in Waterloo. We opened 
with the Ceremony of “ Light ’—omitting, of course, the atual lighting of a Lamp, but 
Standing round the fire with the lights out, which was most impressive. After that, Steve 
Edwards held forth for a little while on the task we were undertaking in Toc H. Discussion 
followed, and it was unanimously decided to make a start in Waterloo, but to keep to our 
present number of seven, until we were all absolutcly ‘saturated’ with the spirit of Toc H. 
We are to hold monthly mectings and to attend such mectings of the Liverpool Branch as 
we are able. We are cach to go on with our individual work, to seek to find some corporate 
job, and to feel our strength definitely before applying for a Rushlight.” 


LONDON FEDERATION.—Visitors and workers in the City will now find the Toc H 
Lunch Club (open daily, 12 to 2), on the ground floor of Interpreter’s House, 7, Tower Hill, 
E.C. 3, at the bottom of Great Tower Street, where it still preserves a close link with All 
Hallows. 


(a) Mark I—On February 10, Mr. “ X,” a great authority on his subject, spoke to us on 
“ Spies and Spy Scares in the Great War”; on the 17th, Mr. H. B. Philpott le€tured, with 
lantern illustrations, on “ Sir Christopher Wren”; and on the 24th, Mr. Hamilton Fyfe, 
headmaster of Christ’s Hospital, gave us his views on “ Discipline.” Work has gone on as 
asual. Amongst our other activities we have undertaken the after-care of three Borstal boys ; 
and a few days ago a Mark Iconcert party visited and entertained about four hundred mentally 
deficient children at their school. The Clubs are flourishing, especially Walham Green and 
the “Venture.” Changes have occurred in the house personnel. The “Gen.” has gone to 
look after Tubby at Tower Hill; John Moore, the late branch secretary, has gone to become 
a business magnate in Leeds; “ Doc.” Reid has left us for Vienna; and we hear that one or 
two other old-stagers are shortly going to leave us for foreign parts and the Sea of Matrimony. 
Good luck to them! We have to report with pleasure an increase in the number of Branch 
Members. Guweff-night: On March 10, Mr. J. St. Loe Strachey, Editor of the Spectator, is 
to be the guest of the evening. YT. RLS. 


(b) Barnet—We are glad to report that we have had a good deal of new young blood in 
Toc H Barnet and are making strides. We are now helping two nights a weck with the Work- 
ing Boys’ Institute at Poole’s Park, Finsbury Park. A very successful Social was held in 
January, with over 100 members and friends present, and enthusiasm was great. At our last 
mecting, Padre J. W. Storey, Secretary of the S.E. and Metropolitan distri& of the Colonial 
and Continental Church Socicty, gave us “The Story of Canada,” with beautiful slides 
(thanks to “Doc.” Hughes, who lent his lantern). We sent round the hat for his Society, 
as we felt that in so doing we were also helping our Canadian Toc H brothers. A few of us 
spent an enjoyable evening with our ncar ncighbours, Southgate Group, and “ Nick ” went 
over to Radlett Branch, when Barkis was visiting iton February 24. On April 10, a “ Country 
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Fair ” will be held at the Church House, Barnet, in aid of the Church Social Club, where we 
have been able to recruit quite a number of keen young members. Maso. 


(c) Bermondsey—The membership of the Branch is slowly growing and the attivity of 
members extending. We have becn able to provide someone for a cub-pack in Southwark in 
addition to rescuing a club from its death-throes. A boys’ club has been started by the Princess 
Girls’ Club, most of the man-power being provided by Toc H. We are also finding stewards 
for the Boxing Championships of the London Federations of Working Boys’ Clubs. “Ofcial” 
guest-nights at Mark XXII are on the second Friday of each month, but we are always at home 
to other members. W. H. B. 

(d) Croydon—On February 16 we held a dance, which performed two functions— 
financial and social—the latter deemed by all to be the most important. On February 19, 
Wallen, one of our senior members, gave a talkon “ Why I am a Total Abéstainer.” His views, 
the result of a life’s experience, called for a discussion which showed how inexhaustible 
the subject is. The work connected with the War Graves Pilgrimage, arranged for the Trinity- 
Sunday week-end, is moving slowly forward. Money is coming in faster than the names of 
those wishing to go—but we hope this will not always be so. G. H. W. 


(e) Hackney —Our concert with the Jim Crow Minstrels was a great success, and, as a result, 
we are handing over £15 to the Queen’s Hospital for Children and about £7 to our own treasurer. 
Guest-night on March 18, at St. John’s Institute, High Street, Homerton; Mr. V. T. Hamilton 
(North Hackney Branch of the League of Nations Union), speaks at 8p.m. Islington and Wood 
Green Toc H have been invited, and all others welcome. AU, dedal, sk, 


(f) Hammers mith.—The ex-Mayor of Hammersmith (one of our original members), spoke 
to us on February 4 on his experiences of the Mayoralty. On February 18, Miss Mache spoke 
at our first Ladies’ Night, on the work of the L.W.H.; after the meeting, which was a great 
success, she talked further with the ladies and started a L.W.H. Group in Hammersmith, 
On February 21 our Lamp was dedicated at St. John’s Church, and Padre Mac preached a real 
Toc H sermon. Our membership is still growing, which helps considerably with the boys’ 
club and infirmary work. Meeting on March 26, at the Hammersmith Town Hall, at 8 p.m. 
Marks I and II, Chelsea, Ealing, Uxbridge, Maida Vale, Hammersmith, together with Kensing- 
ton and South London L.W.H., welcome Tubby. P. EC. 

(g) Hampftead—We held our first annual general meeting on Friday, February 5. It is 
to be regretted that Herbert Cook and W. Ballard are not able to continue in the offices of 
chairman and secretary respectively, as much good work has been accomplished by both in 
the early stages of HampStead’s life. F. G. Howard was elected chairman for the current 
year, and C. H. Woolston secretary, whilst the Brothers Bland continue co share the duties of 
Jobmasters, Meetings will continue to be held on the first and third Fridays in each month, 
at Denning Hall, Denning Road, N.W.3, at 8 o’clock. Cc. H. W. 


(h) Islington—The Branch’s survey of junior organisations in the Borough is going ahead 
steadily. After-care Visits and Gifford Street L.C.C. work are being continuously tackled. 
Recent Branch meetings have been some of the finest we have had. Padre Brochner, Rex 
Calkin, the Distri& Organiser for After-Care, and some of our own talent have been exploited 
to produce this result. The local Group of Toc Emmas have had our assistance in a re- 
organisation scheme to good effect. We bow gratefully to the Tic-Tocs for improving our 
relations with our renowned treasurer, Grandpa Whipps. Ecc. 

(i) Kennington —The Clubs and Scouts are doing well, and in connection with our Quinn 
Square work a Scout troop is gradually being formed under the paternal eyes of Kenneth 
Piggott and “ Spider ” Fewkes (“ Spider,” in this case, does not refer to the patrol). Our 
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Guest-nights have been good and varied, and have given us much food for thought and mirth, 
whilst on January 18 a goodly company thronged the lounge to meet Clive Carey, of Adelaide 
Toc H, who talked and sang to us in a wonderful manner, ably assisted by one Tubby, plus 
attaché case. We have also entrapped into our fold Padre Brochner, and we are going to 
make sure that he doesn’t give us the slip. We met Streatham at football at Barnet, with 
melancholy results, recently, but in April we set out to conquer Mark VII at Rugger. 
Gueft-nighis : March 15, Lord Apsley on “ Experiences in Australia”; March 22, Hubert 
Secretan on “ Boys Club Work”; April 12, Canon Tom Pym on “ The Christian Use of 
Leisure ”?” (open). CHIFF. 

(j) Norwood—To dedicate our new lamp to the memory of Hugh Henry Lean, a special 
service was held on Sunday, February 7, in Emmanuel Church, West Dulwich. A ter an 
adapted evening service with Toc H prayers and scrmon, the lamp was carried in procession 
to the singing of the “ Battle Hymn” and set on a pedestal by the chancel steps. The 
Bidding Prayer, from the “ Toc H Treasury,” was followed by the “ Pilgrims Hymn,” and 
a short history of Hugh Henry Lean by Lt.-Col. Ian M. Campbell, our treasurer and donor 
of the lamp. He then carried his gift to the altar for the dedication prayer. The first three 
verses of the “ Supreme Sacrifice” were sung, during which the lamp and banner were 
conveyed to the war memorial in the church by ex-Service members of the Branch, The 
ceremony of Light preceded the remainder of the hymn, after which the Branch en masse 
knelt at the aitar for dedication, and the service closed with “ Jerusalem.” Plates at the 
doors resulted in the printing expenses being covered by a generous congregation of about 
800 people. Enrolling of pilgrims to join those of Croydon to proceed to the war graves 
of Flanders, continues slowly, and it is hoped that this piece of work will help to swell our 
membership. 

(k) Srepney.—We should be very glad to see some visitors from neighbouring Branches 
and Groups on the following evenings :—March 4, Representative of Imperial Alliance for 
Defence of Sunday; March 11, Claude Fisher, “ World Brotherhood, its spirit, black and 
white’; March 18, Mock Trial; March 25, Barkis. Meetings on Thursday evenings at 
8 p.m., at Haileyhouse House, Durham Row, High Street, Stepney. 


(1) Sydenham—We begin our second year of existence as a Group. On February 15 we 
had Mr. A. E. G. Clarke, organising secretary of the British and Foreign Sailors’ Society, to 
speak on “ Training Young Boys for the Navy.” He gave a most interesting talk. Meetings 
are held at the Old Cedars. March 15, a speaker from the Imperial Alliance for the Defence 
of Sunday, H ESE 

(m) Wimbledon—On February 5 Barclay Baron gave us an interesting talk on “Art,” 

which was greatly appreciated. We held our first whist drive on February 11, which was 
attended by about 130 members and their friends, and this proved a very great success 
both from the social and financial point of view. The proceeds were allocated to our Boys’ 
Club. The great cvent of the month was the visit of Tubby, who gave a fine talk on his 
world tour. The Branches represented were Kingston and Surbiton, Esher, Weybridge, 
Clapham and Battersea, Farnborough, Richmond, L. W. H., and friends. The proccedings 
opened with the ceremony of “ Light,” followed by Tubby’s talk, after which we indulged 
in the ever welcome pastime of cating and drinking. The evening ended with one or two 
songs. Unfortunately, the lantern aéted as lanterns will on these occasions, and refused to 
work, but the visit was a great inspiration and help to all. Guest-nights at H.Q., Johnson's 
Rooms, 39, Wimbledon Hill Road: March 5, Mr. Batten on “ The Social Conditions of 
South Wimbledon”; March 12, Business; March 19, Mr. G. Pauling (ex-Mayor) on 
“Organisation”; March 26, Business. TS SD 
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(n) Wood Green.—Although we make our first bow herewith in the Journar, the Group 
has been doing quiet spade work for months past. Our membership now stands at 25 
(including three padres of different denominations). Individual jobs inclube C.L.B., Scouts, 
and Boys’ Clubs; two members help Islington Branch at the Gifford Street Institute, and 
some are helping the League of Nations Union. We recently stcwarded a performance in 
aid of the local J.0.C., and have now embarked on a real venture of faith—the Hospital 
Wireless Fund appeal for the North Middlesex Hospital. There are 900 beds to equip, and 
the cash required is about £1,000, but we mean to accomplish the task and have appointed 
a special “ Appeal Sec.” Meetings at our H.Q., Adult School, 341, High Road, Wood Green 
(next to Police Station). March 9, Padre Dawtrey on “ The League of Nations and the 
Use of Force”; March 19, Members’ night; March 30, Mr. Grayson Stone on “Care and 
After-care Work.” THE SCRIBE. 


(0) Woolwich_—The Eltham Group was formed at a meeting held on Thursday, February 18, 
when our chairman attended on behalf of the Branch. It will funétion in close co-operation 
with the Woolwich and regard Mark XV as its home. Things are moving round Bexley- 
heath way, and the signs of a Group being formed there at an early date are good. A very 
successful guest-night was held at Mark XV on Thursday, February 18, when Dr. Crommelin, 
of the Royal Observatory, Greenwich, gave us a lantern le€ture on ‘‘ Comets.” Twenty 
guests were present, and six applications for membership have been received since. Meetings : 
March 18, guest-night, 7.30; 8.30, speaker from Woolwich Antiquarian Society ; March 29, 
Branch meeting, 8 p.m. R. E. M. 


(p) London Sports Club—Tennis-—The lawn-tennis se€tion of the London Sports Club 
will open for the 1926 season on Saturday, May 1. The club had a very successful season 
last year, and two additional courts were brought into play, bringing the number available 
up to five. It is hoped that the coming season will be even more successful. Membership 
is open to all members of Toc H and the L.W.H. and their friends, the subscription being 
£1 1s. The ground at New Barnet is easily accessible from town via King’s Cross or Finsbury 
Park, from which stations cheap tickets are issued daily. Intending members are asked to 
communicate as soon as possible with the Hon. Secretary of the seétion—H. J. Mellows, 
Sidney Villa, York Road, New Barnet—who will be pleased to send further particulars on 
request. 

(q) Entertainments Settion—The Tic Tocs’ engagements for the season, so far, are a 
March 1, Fulham Town Hall (for Fulham C.L.B.); March 10, Harold Wood Memorial 
Institute (for Branch funds) ; March 19, Fulham Town Hall (for Fulham Babies’ Hospital) ; 
March 27, King George’s Hall, Tottenham Court Road (benefit show) ; April 17, St. Barnabas 
Hall, Homerton; April 24, St. Jude’s Hall, Hampstead (for the Girl Guides) ; May 3, Parish 
Hall, Cromer Street, W.C.1 (for 28th St. Pancras Scout Troop); May 14, Congregational 
Lefture Hall, Balham High Road (for Shaftesbury Society and Ragged School Union); 
May 22, St. Mary’s, Newington, Parochial Hall (for 30th Southwark Scout Troop); May 28, 
King George’s Hall, Tottenham Court Road (for the League of the Straight Road). 


SOUTH BANK.—Pat Leonard’s visit. What a hectic week-end for all! Sunday afternoon 
Pat addresses the Men’s Fellowship; Sunday night, Pat at St. Cuthbert’s, Middlesbrough ; 
Monday night, Pats lantern le€ture at South Bank. We were bucked to have with us 
Middlesbrough, Grangetown, a welcome crowd who motored over from Whitby, and a group 
in the crysalis stage from Eston. On Tuesday our Dinner was held. Arthur, our ever- 
welcome Arca Secretary, was with us, and representatives of Middlesbrough, Grangetown, 
and Hull. A telegram from our Patron was read, and his health given with musical honours. 
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A scheme for the betterment of ailing children was brought forward and discussed. Among 
the month’s jobs have been letting a little sunshine into the Mission—by cleaning the windows, 
acting as stewards and property men at a concert in a Girls’ Club, and trying to get a blind 
child into an Institution. Our next speaker is the Yorkshire Secretary of the Council of 
Social Service, to be followed by the Chairman of the Council on “ Housing ” and the pastor 
of the Baptist Church on “ Brotherhood.” DAVIES. 


SW INDON,.—Since our last appearance in these pages, we have been occupied with a variety 
of work. At the end of November we had the pleasure of a visit of H. T. Michclmore, of 
Exeter Branch, who spoke to the Branch on “The Funétion of a Juvenile Organisations 
Council.” As a result of this mecting the Branch are committed to an attempt to get the 
local boys’ workers together for their mutual benefit. The idea is not so much to set up a 
J.0.C., but to emphasise the essential unity of purpose of all boys’ work, by arranging 
meetings of all local workers for informal discussion. In December Mr. R. Hilton spoke to 
the Branch on “ Local Government,” and a keen discussion followed. Our representation 
at the Birthday Festival was small but kcen, and we were all very proud of our Cross, which 
is now, of course, in the Chapel. During January Rueben George came and gave us a 
splendid talk on the “ Ideals of Toc H” as he saw them. Henry Hawkins came to us for 
a Family Gathering on February 3, and Mr. G. C. Turner, the new Master of Marlborough 
College, spoke on “ Books,” on February 17. We have been asked to send a representative 
to the Y.M.C.A. Red Triangle Boys’ Club Committee. In December we ran a Fancy and 
Carnival Stall at the Swindon Girls’ Club Union Christmas Fair. Our regular weekly jobs 
of work continue to keep us busy. WANs) es 


TAUNTON.—On the whole 1925 was not unproduétive here, and we have glowing hopes for 
1926. On the service side our chef d’euvre is the Y.M.C.A. Boys’ Department which we 
tun; we have our H.Q. there. Many members are doing unnoted jobs besides. We have 
hopes of forming more groups in Somerset, but it is too early to anticipate. The loss of our 
padre, Spurway, who goes to Toc H Birmingham, is a blow to us, but we can’t grudge Toc H 
such a gift. Meetings: First and third Wednesdays in the month. On February 26 Col. 
Gault, M.P. for the Division, spoke to us, and we have had successful talks on “ Socialism,” 
“ Fascism,” “ Liberalism,” “The Savings Movement,” ‘‘Toc H and Religion,” &c., and 
welcome visits from Padre Jim Hawkins, of Bristol. H. W. W. 


TUNBRIDGE WELLS.—We are cultivating the after-meeting debate habit. So far we have 
had debates on “Toc H in Public Life,” “Capital Punishment,” “ Spiritualism,” and 
“ Christian Ethics.” We are helping C.O.P.E.C. with a housing survey of Tunbridge Wells ; 
a report on the Common Lodging Houses ; and a report on the lack of open playing spaces. 
Berwick, sen,, went down and spoke at the dedication of Hastings’ Lamp; the rest of the 
Branch was too broke to support him. T. Garner has been appointed Assistant Jobmaster, 
and is busy arranging a concert for some blind workshop men. PICKLES. 


TYNESIDE CONFERENCE.—The annual meeting of the Conference took place on Febru- 
ary 5, at Mark XVIII. Much useful discussion resulted. The Jobmasters of various families 
made their reports on work accomplished, and jobs in hand. It becomes more clear that Job- 
masters find it a boon to hear of the attivities of other families in detail, and “ from the 
horse’s mouth,” so to speak. A general discussion took place on the ways and means of 
raising money to enable certain jobs to be tackled properly. Branches and groups were 
finding it increasingly difficult to undertake certain necessary pieces of work because they 
had no funds out of which the work could be financed. It was agreed that Toc H could 
find much to do for other existing organisations, but it was felt that there must be a certain 
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amount of dircét work, necessitating very often some outlay of money. Members them- 
selves could not be expeéted to do everything. The question of how money might be raised 
for this purpose could not be answered for all concerned, but it was felt that cach family 
would have to use what ingenuity and “ business ” faculties it possessed to tackle the problemn 
for itself. The trouble appeared to be that dances, whist drives and concerts are often 
unsuccessful, owing to the great number of such entertainments. An important point was 
raised on the matter of advertising any cffort, and it was pointed out that unless an announce- 
ment was made to the effcét that the money required was not for Toc H, but to enable Toc H 
to help others, then our movement might come to be regarded as one which depended upon 
the charity of the general public. It was agreed that in future delegates to the Conference 
should be the Secretary and Jobmaster of each family, plus one member visitor who would 
not vote, but who might be changed for cach meeting. The cleétion of Chairman and 
Secretary took place with a “ no change ” result. Chairman: ‘Martini ” (Lt.-Col. W. de G. 
Martin), Gateshead Branch. Secretary: “ Sparkes”? (C. K. Moore), Gateshead Branch. 


(a) Mark XV III.—Visitors from branches and groups round about continue to visit the 
house. It is hoped that the number of such visits will increase. If the Mark is to be a real 
centre for Tyneside members should take every opportunity of dropping in. The “‘ inmates ” 
arc always pleased to have a glimpse of new faces and to increase their knowledge of Toc H 
activities outside the immediate locality. Another anonymous donor of a memorial bed- 
room for three has come along, for which we are giving thanks. This leaves us with threc 
attic bedrooms for which donors are required. The hostellers are throwing themselves 
whole-heartedly into Toc H work, both within and without the Mark, and the family sense 
is well developed. LTA 


(b) South Shields —Our Boys’ Club has been reorganised, after a week’s closure. We 
confess to the fault of having it open every weck-night and so restricting the boys’ outlook. 
Open four nights, restricted membership, less stewards, and more personal concentration is 
the new order. At our monthly squash our new padre, J. B. M. Armour, brought the Rev. 
Arthur E. Howard, of North Shields, to tell us about his four years in Ruhleben Internment 
Camp. Mr. Howard, who is an Australian, claimed the friendship of Neville Talbot and 
Tubby while at Oxford. Alderman Johnston, who was present that night, was able to counsel 
two emigrants as the result of his own experiences in Australia. We have had a visit from 
Jolife Walker, who stole our hearts by his talk. SCRIBBLER. 


(c) Craghead—A very welcome visit from Gateshead people and a talk by Captain Bartlett 
of the Salvation Army on “ Methods of Social Work ” have been the outstanding joys of the 
recent past. The first was a very fitting chance of using our Rushlight for the first time 
and providing “ Leather ” with a new song for his increasing colleétion. The local policeman 
left us undisturbed, and so all ended happily, as a Toc H meeting should. 

LAMMY. 

(d) Hartlepools.—A further 100 books have been colleéted for our Library in the Cameron 
Hospital, making a total number of over 300 books. Our aim now is to start another Library 
in the Hartlepool Hospital. We have fixed up fortnightly billiard matches with the deaf and 
dumb, this being the outcome of a visit of Rev. J. Chetwyn, of Newcastle, in January last, 
who gave us an excellent talk on the deaf and dumb. On February 15 Dr. Stirling, the 
Assistant Medical Officer of Health for West Hartlepool, was the guest of the evening, and gave 
us a fine paper on “ Smallpox and Vaccination.” Our Seaton Carew members ran a successful 
little dance last week in aid of the Boys’ Club, which is growing steadily. SCOTTIE: 


(c) Newcastle-upon-Tyne—Our Branch is growing steadily, thirteen members having been 
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put on probation at the last Executive meeting. Recent jobs include a whist drive and 
concert at the Church Army Labour Home, and we are rendering regular assistance at the 
B.L.B. Boys’ Institute in one of the poorest areas in the city. Following a suggestion in the 
January JouRNAL, we hope to form a special link with our namesakes in Australia—the 
Newcastle, New South Wales Branch. We are “ adopting ” a ward in the local Orthopedic 
Hospital as a permanent corporate job. Our members go and chat with the patients and 
give concerts, &c. There are still over 300 men who were seriously wounded in the War in 
the Hospital. On the 24th we had a splendid talk on “ Popular songs of thirty years ago,” 
by Mr. W. Deans Forster, manager of Lloyds’ Bank and a good friend of Toc H. We are 
now looking forward to Tubby’s visit in April. PITMAN. 
WORTHING—Following the excellent example set by headquarters at the Birthday Festival 
Conference, the Branch devoted the time of the February mecting to a review of the present 
position and an attempt to discover whether the Branch is developing along right lines. The 
three delegates to the Conference gave an outline of the proceedings and showed the inspiring 
character of the Festival as a whole. During the course of an interesting discussion it was 
revealed that the Boy Scouts’ Movement in Worthing is in need of help in certain directions. 
This S.O.S. produced immediate response, which, we hope, rejoiced the heart of the Distri& 
Scoutmaster. We have now undertaken definite work in conne&tion with the Prisoners’ Aid 
Society, one item of which has incidentally converted the Jobmaster into a sort of an old clo’ 
man for the time being. We are also co-operating with Croydon and Canterbury in the 
organisation of a War Graves Pilgrimage, to take place at the end of May. SCRIBE. 


YORK.—At the Conference in December one of the delegates rather gave us the impression 
that the Cathedral in his city had been a bit of a drawback to the advancement of Toc H. 
We in York have found this otherwise, and the following gives, briefly, particulars of a new job 
we have got through our Cathedral. The old Minster of York, of which all Yorkshiremen 
are proud, has been badly in need of more vergers in order to accommodate the ever-increasing 
number of visitors wishing to hear morc of its origin and to see the wonderful work and stained 
glass inside. Unfortunately, the funds at the disposal of the authorities was not sufficient 
to justify increasing the staff, who put in an enormous number of hours seven days a week, 
especially in summer. Dean Foxley Norris (now Dean of Westminster), who has always 
been a friend to Toc H, had a chat with our Padre, and Toc H got another job. Volunteers 
have been enrolled and have taken a course of talks on the Minster, given by one of the Vicars- 
Chorale, who is an authority on the building, and is writing a book on this wonderful collection 
of masonry and glass, and these volunteers are now ready to assist or relieve the permanent 
Staff. They are to work to a rogter—in winter the work will be light—all are qualified to 
show a visitor round and explain in full any part. Certain of them will act as “ patrollers,” 
to sce that historic relics, &c., are not unduly handled, and all in turn will take charge of 
the King’s Book of York’s fallen, which is a magnificent volume, with a photograph of each 
soldier or sailor, together with brief particulars of their career. This book has not been much 
on view, but it is hoped it will be available to all wishing to see it during the time a Toc H 
member is available. An interesting job for an exceedingly good cause and a development 
in Toc H work. It is also interesting to note we have established a link between the military 
and the civilian in this old city, and our members in turn are going down to the Barracks 
weckly to give a talk on their particular job in civilian life to the senior N.C.O.s and Warrant 
Officers, with a view to their becoming acquainted with the “ snags ” in civilian life. Typical 
subjeéts that have already been tackled in this unique discussion include “ Insurance as a 
means of livelihood,” “ How to run a one-man business,” “ How to buy a house,” “‘ A mail 


order business,” “ Grocery business,” &c. W. B. 
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Overseas Branches and Groups 


AUSTRALIA: (a) Adelaide—W/c continue to grow in all ways. We now have nineteen 
fully initiat.d members and, roughly, about sixty probationers. Our activities are still going 
as Strong as when I last wrote, and daily we become better known and more in demand. We are 
just recovering from the Christmas and New Year holidays, and expeét very soon to get down 
to even more solid business than before We are launching out into the country towns all 
over the State—the State of South Australia being several times larger than the whole of 
England—and we hope to start Groups in the up-country towns. We also hope to establish 
a system of contacts in all the back Stations throughout the State, thereby making the migration 
problem a simpler matter. With all the best of wishes to the Mother Body for 1926. 

MarK ROBINSON. 


(b) Sydney—In the course of a long letter, written on December 30, to Tubby and Pat, Dean 
Crotty, Padre of Newcastle (N.S.W.) Group, writes : —“ We have been s atching Toc H carefully, 
endeavouring to keep that new light going which you both lit in our hearts, and it must be 
some little reward for all your journeyings to be getting letters from all parts of the far-off 
country written under that sign of Toc H which a year ago was unknown in Australia. It is 
going to be hard work here, my boys, for some time to come, for while the Australian is as 
capable of ideals as others, we live in an atmosphere in which it is not easy for high ideals 
to live. But, still, the light of Toc H is here, and by God’s grace and your prayers, dear men, 
it will not be put out. We sent a cable for the Christmas Meeting in London, which we were 
glad to see, by the subsequent cables in our papers, reached you and was read out. We gor 
the“cutting and read out the excellent account of the London Meeting to the assembled 
blokes in our little upper room on the top floor of the Anzac Memorial Institute, where our 
rooms now are. It was greeted by tumultuous applause, with choral interludes of ‘ We’re 
here because we’re here’ and such other nonsense dear to Toc H blokes. We mess in the 
fine big room downstairs, where there is a piano. We generally number between 30 and 40, 
of whom 25 or 30 are initiated. I have not got the Roll by me as I write. We have a long 
table down the centre of the room, and round this we gather at 6.15; ‘ Light’ is at 7 p.m., 
and them Rogerum, songs, and a general shuffle. We move up to the upper room, where 
business is done, After this is a smoke and talk on all sorts of things, followed by family 
prayers. Sometimes we go up, at the end of the meeting, to the Warriors’ Chapel and have 
family prayers in front of the little shrine. We have Scouters out in various troops, and one 
or two other jobs are the Newsboys’ Club and the Seaman’s Institute at Carrington, the 
both of which are Toc H creations entirely staffed by our men. After our Christmas meeting, 
which we ended early (we kept it on Monday, December 21), we went up in a body to the 
Cathedral Hall, where you spoke that morning, where two of our men were on duty at the 
Newsboys’ Club, and we stopped and gave a happy evening to 40 or so urchins, who greeted 
theGroup as it entered the hall with ‘ Three cheers for Toc H.” At the end came the inevitable 
bun and Christmas presents for all. .. . We have just had our upper room furnished, or, 
rather, we are beginning it. I am getting them to bring their photos of the Elder Brethren 
to cover the walls, and then this, I hope, will help to increase the definitely Toc H atmosphere. 
... In short, we are definitely planted here, and if we can keep going steadily for another 
year or two, Toc H will have something to say in Australian life. Meanwhile it will be more 
important to keep all the Groups in constant touch with the bigger movement at Home. 
In this regard periodic messages from you both will play an important part, for your personal 
inspiration means much. Another immediate necessity will be for Toc H padres in Australia to 
get Home for a while, to get in touch with the centre of things. Finally, of course, Toc H Aust. 
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must be an indigenous thing, but in the carly stages it will be most important to keep the 
bridges up, otherwise we may develop vagueness. . . . lf you are sccing Lord Forster, give 
him my love and ‘all our love,’ and be sure and tell him all the help he gave us, and the 
help, too, that the thought of him still gives us. He is the greatest man we have ever had 
out here since Federation, and has left an enduring mark on Australian life. He was loved 
from one end of Australia to the other.” 


On the Saturday of the Birthday Feffival (December 19) T. W. Davidson, of Sydney, wrote to 
Tubby. He had been ordained priest the day before :—“‘ My own best Birthday Greetings. 1 
have been sitting in my study reading a hymn in the ‘ Treasury,’ namely, ‘Out of Many into ` 
Once,’ and thinking of London and the boys and Toc H. Of course, the Birthday celebrations 
will be pleasant memories by the time this reaches you. Our own celebrations start to-day 
with a ‘job? We are taking a number (about 150) of boys in cars out to Palm Beach, beyond 
Manly. The young hoboes come from industrial areas, slum quarters, and homes where 
‘ diggers’ ° children arc living. Among ourselves we were able to rake together eight cars. 
The rest came from the Rotary and the Automobile Club, Toc H is supplying the ‘ blokage’ 
to look after the kids and see they do not swallow too much gingerbeer. Altogether we have 
20 cars in which to transport this load of joyous humanity. In an hour’s time I expect to be 
out in the sweltering sunshine with seven or eight freckled faces earnestly looking at the 
speed dial and all saying, ‘Garn, Mister. Make ’er go ter 60.’” (After the event he adds 
a P.S.— Had a great day yesterday; 104 in the shade at 1 p.m. Southerly Buster blew 
half the city away at 1.30 p.m. Kids enjoyed themselves.”) He gives a glimpse of the 
Group at home: ‘ Since you left we have had several lads come along and fling themselves 
into the work. . . . Really fine work is being put in by a group of carnest blokes at three 
T.B. hospitals for ‘diggers.’ Of course you know that Arthur Gough (/ate Registrar for 
Toe H, N.S.W.) is an inmate of Turramurra T.B. Hospital. Farmer is our Registrar and does 
his work exceedingly well. The office and floor of 5, Hamilton Strect have been transformed 
by the voluntary labour of several chaps who are good with their hands, tools, &c. We now 
have the beginnings of a library in our quict room: the chapel is slowly taking shape. This 
job is in the hands of the Women’s Auxiliary. The corner where you and Pat squatted like 
frogs on a leaf, puffing like chimneys (to mix the metaphor), is very sacred to all of us. We 
pray and work and sing there still. The awful task of leading the singing (?) has fallen on 
me. if someone doesn’t relieve me of this burden soon I feel that my epiglottis will kid 
and I shall never right it again. Selah!” He goes on to speak of his own ordination: “ The 
Archbishop, in interviewing me, spoke of Toc H, expressed his approval and sympathy. . . . 
I wish to heaven we could get others of the rank and file of the clergy to see the wonder and 
power of Toc H. For me Toc H is the Church Militant, the military church, and I would 
like to sec the spirit of the brethren sweep through our Australian churches.” 


-And then we get a vivid, unconventional report (in a letter written to Tubby on November 20) 
on the hospital work of the Group from a Sydney member, an old Royal Navy officer :-—‘’Ere’s 
m’paw,” he starts off,“ with a shake that’s rugged, honest, true, with the well-being behindit 
that’s made many, many mistakes; a poor, humble, modest old blighter that will try with 
a great humility to build a solid foundation, and with a fervent hope to creét a mighty column 
of Toc H. Love, faith, and a great fellow-fecling for the future. . . . Will try very, very 
humbly to relate a little of what has been doing. Regards ‘Graythwaite,’ that is, speaking 
of returned men’s cases in hospital. Spine and brain, practically permanent in most cases. 
1 think Toc H is looked upon already as a praétical, solid, and firm institution ; 45 to ṣo cases. 
In short, we are the best of pals with everyone. * Turramurra’ T.B. rather a long way out, 

naturally not visited quite as often, but, stil], we are getting well known and appreciated. 
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About 7o cases, I think. ‘ Randwick’: Here are many wards, and in the future, with 
administration and steady organisation, two to each ward, requires 8 to 12 men. Time and 
Seadfastness, ever onwards. A good foundation is being laid for the younger ones to follow 
and ‘carry on? T.B. wards especially being looked after, because the average individual or 
groups are rather nervous of same. Many other institutions and private houses are looked 
after, but you will hear of them from others more worthy than myself.” He finishes his 
letter: “Carry on, carry on, with humility ; ruggedly yours with a great love, nie 


BELGIUM: Ypres.—The newly-formed Group in Ypres sends hearty grectings to Toc H 
members the world over! In this, our first contribution to the JourNaL, we take the 
Opportunity of expressing our indebtedness to all those padres who, by their pioneer work, 
have made possible the formation of a Group in this historic town. Herbert Fleming was 
the first envoy, carly in Oftober last. He impressed us all with an excellent talk on the 
aims and ideals of the Movement, and we made up our minds that a Group must be Started 
here. The next step was a meeting in the Old Ypres Cinema on Saturday, Oftober 17, at 
which “ Barkis?” and Brochner gave us some more to think about, and at which it was 
definitely decided to form aGroup. George Smissen and Alex Birkmire came in their turo, 
and continued the good work, and the culmination (or shall we say a culmination—for we 
believe that the best is yet to be >) was reached on January 10, Pat Leonard, newly back 
from his world tour with Tubby, came, saw, and conquered us all. He gave us a magnificently 
helpful address, and during an impressive evening service dedicated and handed over to the 
Group its Rushlight. As the dedication of the Rushlight was a significant event in the 
history of the Group, so February 22 was a stepping-stone in its progress. At this meeting 
Alex Birkmire was with us, and initiated our first new members. Noel Marshall, who came 
into Toc H in Calcutta and is shortly going to Malta, gave us an inspiring talk (first passing 
through the ceremony of initiation; to come into Toc H in Calcutta, be initiated in Ypres, 
and go on to start a Group in Malta, visiting the new JerusalemGroup on the way, is no bad 
beginning to one’s Toc H life!). All this sounds rather like patting everyone on the back ; 
whether it does or doesn’t, we see no harm in expressing in print our appreciation of what our 
visitors have done for us. They have helped us to see something of what Toc H stands for, 
and we shall remember its aims and ideals and endeavour to live up to them as far as lies 
in our power. We hold our meetings fortnightly, on Monday evenings, at Skindles Hotel, 
and we shall always be glad to see any Toc H folk from England or any other part of the 
world, and give them a hearty welcome. T. E. 


CANADA: Mark I, Winnipeg.—Since last writing probably the greatest event in our 
Branch a&tivities was our birthday celebrations. It was a huge success. The concert party 
Started the proceedings off with a very entertaining programme on the Thursday, in Fort 
Rouge United Church, lent to us through the kindness of Padre Church, over $150.00 being 
tealised by the sale of tickets. Our own masquerade party at the house on the Saturday 
was one of the merriest and most successful we have ever had. The corporate Communion 
at All Saints’ Church, taken by Padre Ragg, assisted by Padre Cawley, was very well attended, 
and a similar service for United Church members was held in the house chapel by Padre 
Church. The annual eleétion of officers took place at the first meeting in the New Year. 
The Winnipeg Operatic Society are putting on “The Belle of New York” for the house 
purchase fund early in March. Needless to say we are backing them to the limit with the 
sale of tickets. The Radio committee are working on a plan which promises to be a great 
improvement on their former work (if it is possible). Lucas, we are sorry to say, has to 
give up his able direfting of the concert party, but is going to give us his aid when possible. 


129 


We may also add the following extra d from a local newspaper cutting :— More than 4,000 
children and grown-ups were entertained at Winnipeg Beach on Thursday as guests of the 
Tribune Readers’ Orphans’ Picnic. This large gathering of Winnipeggers of all ages, from 
babes in arms to the grandfather class, was entertained during the cntire day without a single 
mishap. Three special trains supplied the transportation. . . If the picnickers will remember 
anything of the day at all, there will be fixed on their minds the cheer and fun created by the 
Toc H clowns, the kindness of the Kiwanis group, the friendliness of the Boy Scouts, the 
Playgrounds Commission workers, and those peerless daughters of devotion, the Girl Guides. 
. . . For three hours all the youngsters bombarded the old pavilion where, under the direftion 
of Mark Pearce and the Toc H workers, gifts of a miscellany too baffling to describe, ranging 
from peanuts to dolls, were handed out. What a sight it was to watch these youngsters 
receiving their gifts and bounding off in sheer delight to show all and sundry what the Toc H 
men had given them! There was considerable work in this, and the Toc H men did gallant. 
service here, for not only did they dispense gifts but radiant cheerfulness... .” (We have 
also received some amusing snapshots of the Toc H clowns at this party.—Ep.) 

(b) Mark II, Toronto.—The first annual general meeting of Mark II C as Toronto Branch 
was held January 26. During the evening the monotony of business routine was relieved 
by the ceremony of receiving the Battle Cross of the Unknown Soldicr, sent us by the Prince 
of Wales. Padre Sawbridge handed the Cross with a few very well chosen words to Warden 
Webb and Frank Vincent, our youngest member. A wreath was placed over the Cross, 
and it was then carried in silence and deposited in our Cellar Chapel by these two. All others 
remained standing in silent remembrance in the Edmund Street Room till they returned 
with the Lamp, and then followed the Ceremony of Light. Mr. Pearce, our Chairman for 

the evening, read the Orders of Remembrance. It is wonderful how very inspiring and 
impressive such a simple Ceremony becomes. Other events are : A week-end visit to London, 
Ontario, by“ Sawbones,” where some survey work was done and seeds sown (a return trip is 
likely in April); “ Sawbones” is now at Mark I, U.S.A. (Washington, D.C.), where much 
is expected during his month there; and finally Jobmaster Rev. F. J. Moore has been 
appointed Chaplain of the Student Christian Association of the University of Toronto, and 
from such contact we in Toc H have great hopes for the future. G. E. L’A. 


INDIA: (a) Bombay“ II” (a Group of Indian Christians, members of St. Xaviers College). 
——It is a far off cry from Bombay to England, yet somehow we feel that Toc H across the 
waters would like to know something of Toc H out here. We had “ Tubby” and “ Pat” 
with us for a very short time, yet within that very small space the twain managed to create 
two live, cager groups at Bombay. Group I consists of twelve. Group II, established at St. 
Xavier’s College, comprises seven. I cannot speak for the former—I belong to Group II— 
yet I take the liberty of mentioning some part at least of the work it is already tackling— 
the Seamen’s Institute, which it has tried in every way to revive, sending down a couple or 
more every evening to keep things going. They do it by association with the men there. 
I would not be surprised if in a short time Group I of Toc H, Bombay, runs the Seamen’s 
Institute. Of Group II I can speak with more freedom, It was essential that we, as a 
Toc H group within a larger academic group, first made our influence for good felt there. 
We have done it by instituting a Conference of St. Vincent de Paul under the tutelage of a 
Social Study Club run by the Catholic Students’ Union at College. The Club, which for 
quite a time has been inept. and inactive, has revived wonderfully and is earnestly alive. So 
far, we have kept close, and we mean to kcep close till the Social Study Club is up square 

on its feet. Other odd jobs have been tackled, but just now we have a biggish job in hand 
offered us by Mr. Joseph Baptista, the Lord Mayor of Bombay. Of that, later. F. R. M. 
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(b) Caleutta—Extratt from a letter to Padre Fleming from Father F. W. Douglass, of the 
Oxford Mission to Calcutta, January 23, 1926 :—“ The Toc H Calcutta little family is coming 
all the way out to-morrow morning for a corporate Communion. The mere faét that they 
will come six or seven miles down a very rough and dusty road for such a thing speaks for 
itself, _It will be my first glimpse of them en masse since Tubby and Pat came and set them 
on their feet—for alas! of necessity I can only look on them from afar. But individually, 
I see several of them, and there’s no doubt all goes well. They’re very humble and very quiet, 
and they do their jobs, so it seems. Six or eight of them were pressed into serving tables 
at a sort of mission tea not very long ago. The sort of job which it’s hard to explain to 
anybody who does not know our circumstances out here, but which would severely test a 
smart young man’s sincerity. What we want most, probably, is a better knowledge of the 
spirit and life in Mark houses, and that Pearson* will get this year with you all. Sunday : 
They’ve come and gone—some 23 of them—real brothers, from a High Court Judge and 
a Colonel to two privates in uniform, and from barra sahibs to smaller fry. And if they’ve 
gone back half as cheered and inspired as I, all will be well with them. . .” 


We get a further pitture of this service in a letter to Tubby from W. R. Elliott, dated January 24, 
1926: “ I have just got back from the Group Corporate Celebration at Behala. It was the 
most glorious fulfilment of God’s promise to bless us, and one simply thanked Him for the 
way in which He has been doing the great work He does. The service was at 7.30, and for 
ten minutes before that cars were rolling up to Fr. Douglass’s little shack and disgorging. 
Judge Pearson and Colonel Leicester from the Council came, and several fellows brought 
pals who were facing Toc H for the first time. Charles Heape, who has now been initiated 
and simply can’t do enough to show his keenness, went round to the Fort and picked up 
two private soldiers of the North Staffords under a special arrangement he made with them 
during his evening at the Soldiers’ Club, and brought them along; Basil Price brought two 
fellows from his office. Altogether 28 made their Communion, and it was the most wonderful 
service I remember, There were Fr. Douglass’s boys in the side aisles, and the boys’ band 
supplied the music. Cyril Pearson assisted, Dick being unable to escape from his parish. 
We prayed for Toc H at home and for our own Group and for poor Webby’s kiddie who, 
at the age of four months, is fighting for life—Webby himself could not come as he could not 
leave the house. After the service we walked across the road to breakfast. The sisters had 
prepared a marvellous meal which we all got down to. They insisted on waiting on us, so 
we simply had to sit down and eat. Everyone who had no car had been fixed up with a 
lift out and home again.” 

He goes on :—‘‘ Age before chota sahibs, so a word about the Council before we talk about 
the Group. Judge Pearson and Sammy Best were initiated at a Group guest-night, on 
Tuesday last. The Judge is simply magnificent. He is heart, soul, and body with us, and 
we are tremendously lucky to have such a Chairman. The rest are all keen and are all going 
to be initiated. The funds are coming in—z,000 Rs. has been voted to the Calcutta Group 
and 1,500 Rs. for Senior Council expenses.” 


After some technical details about the constitution of Toc H, India, he continues :—“ Now 
for Group matters. The Soldiers’ Club has been repainted with a ‘ posh’ colour scheme, 
curtains and many small improvements. A new cloth has been put on one of the billiard 
tables, and new cues supplied. The tennis gear has been put in order, and a clock-golf course 
laid out. Two Toc H fellows are there each evening including Sunday, and the results have 
been most encouraging. The North Staffords are really beginning to use the place... The 
great thing is that it is becoming known as a place where a Tommy can come for a quiet time 


* Padre C. G. Pearson, Association Padre for India, who is coming to England on leave. 
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and be certain that he will meet young residents of Calcutta. . . . We had H.M.S. Cairo 
and H.M.S. Effingham here for Christmas. ‘Three nights before the Cairo left I was in the 
‘Club; there were a number of soldiers and sailors amusing themselves ; a sailor came up and 
said that he heard he could meet Toc H’ers there, and as he and several of his pals were 
interested, would I tell him about it. We had along crack. He had read a great deal in the 
papers about Toc H. I gave him a Stack of literature, and he took half a dozen forms 
applying for the JourNnaL (which he told me later he and his pals had filled up and sent 
home with Postal Orders). The next evening he brought a pal, and we had another chat. 
Apparently they had been reading Toc H literature all night, and he had passed it all on to 
the man who succeeded him on watch. The speétacle of this signaller reading ‘The Lamp 
of Toc H, and ‘ Tales from Talbot House’ on his lonely job from midnight to 4 a.m., and 
then passing them on to his relief when he turned in to his bunk, intrigued me not a little. 
We eventually sent them off with more literature, and have written to Madras and Colombo 
Groups commending the good ship Cairo and Signalman Cole and his pals to their protection. 
The Cairo goes home this year, and they want to join Toc H at home. I was rather cheered 
by a fellow named Inskip ringing me up yesterday and saying that he is getting Toc H going 
in Cawnpore. He and Basil are coming to breakfast to-morrow to discuss things. Apart 
from soldiers the Group has been visiting men discharged from Ranchi Asylum, and ran the tea 
for a missionary show at Behala. Several fellows are helping Reggie Hasluck with scouting 
and rovering, and Basil Price and Menzies have done a lot of boxing with the Free School 
boys. Davidson, with whom I spent a very pleasant day at Barrackpore last week, is going 
on to the ex-Service Committee. This will mean catching the 6.40 a.m. train from B’pore 
‘every Saturday morning—as they meet at 7.30 a.m. We have had only one guest-night 
proper. The initiated meet every other Wednesday for business and breakfast, and on 
alternate Tuesdays there is an evening show of sorts. The gucst-night was well attended, 
and Judge P., Sammy Best, Charles Heapce, Alec. Leslie and Herbert Cadell were initiated. 
We have been very careful about initiations, and all who have been initiated have done atts 
of gallantry to deserve it. I think we have about 22 initiated now and all are dead keen.” 


(c) Madras—H. C. Stagg, the Group Secretary, writes to the Registrar at home, on February 6: 
“We are well in touch with the boys on the Men-of-War here for the (Naval, Military, and 
Air Force) Tournament, and about four on H.M.S. Cairo are really interested.” (No doubt 
“ Signalman Cole and bis pals” again—see Calcutta news above.) “ I have sent across as much 
literature as we can spare and also a few membership forms, advising them to send them 
direét to you to be enrolled as general members if they wish to join. . . . Apart from the 
general entertainments for the troops, members have been taking little batches of sailors, &c., 
up to their bungalows for tennis and grub ; another little job we have on is running a recrea- 
tion tent in the military camp. The Scout troops are also getting quite a lot of help in various 
ways from our members, apart from those who are actually S.Ms. I enclose a copy of the circu- 
Jar (2,000 printed), we distributed amongst all units in Madras for the Tournament and a copy 
of the programme of the show by local artists.” The circular contains a word of welcome 
from the Madras Group to all ranks, and invites them to a scries of free shows arranged by 
Toc H. A Naval concert party on February 2, a cinema show on February 3, a concert by 
Madras artistes on February 4, the H.L.1. concert party on February 6, and a concert party 
by massed bands and orchestras on February 7. Stagg also encloses the minutes of the Twelfth 
Meeting of the Group on February 4. The mceting opened with “ Light.” Then a member 
“ reported considerable progress with the prison job; Sunday leftures, games, &c., have 
been regularly commenced, and the prisoners are beginning to get over their first suspicions 
that Toc H is another mission.” Another member reported that ‘‘ he had been able to get 
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the moribund Scout Troop at the Chingleput Reformatory reorganised, and suggested a Toc H: 
picnic out there in the near future. Owing to the distance from Madras (thirty-seven miles) 
it is difficult for most members to keep well in touch with this job. Arrangements have been 
made for 100 boys from the Reformatory to come into Madras to see the Naval and Military 
Tournament, and the Group unanimously voted the cost of their railway fare (Rs. 75) from 
Group funds.” All-India Council business was discussed, and “ the Lamp was then lit for the 
Padre’s innings.” Supper and Rogerum closed the meeting, which adjourned to the Toc H 
concert for the troops that night. 


MALAYA : (a) F.M.S. Branch— Kuala Lumpur Wing.— Phat” Laws writes to Tubby on 
December 19, the Saturday of the Birthday Festival: “ Upon this day of days the prayers of 
thousands will support the wonderful gathering at the Albert Hall. I would give a great deal 
to be present—but it cannot be. Still, I do believe that we shall all be united in spirit, 
that the thoughts of Branches, Groups and Wings throughout the world will, in some 
mysterious way, influence the celebrations at Home. We had our own Birthday celebration 
last Tuesday. It took the form of a guest-night, the distinguished guest being Sir Montague 
Barlow. About fifteen people were present. Tea was served, business dealt with, and then 
Monty addressed the troops. He was most interesting, and I, for one, was surprised at the 
tone of the talk. The question of service was part of his theme; he was surprised that out 
here we in Toc H are out to be of service to all who need it, irrespeftive of class and creed. 
Stating that Toc H will do an inestimable amount of good in the world, he remarked, ‘ Infusion 
of Christian ideals is the only hope for the future.’ This—coming from a late member of the 
Cabinet—was, to my mind, a very fine thing. After the pow-wow we went into the church. 
Padre Whitehorn delivered the Birthday address ; Padre Roberts read the lesson; and pro- 
ceedings terminated after we sang ‘ For All the Saints, your humble at the organ. The 
ceremony of ‘ Light’ was performed in the church, a brass candlestick taking the place of 
the Lamp.” He then describes a meeting and supper at which the Bishop of Singapore was 
the guest, and continues, “ Next year we are going to have an anxious time, I fear. R.J.B. 
(Tubby’s brother), our guiding star, is off on his well-earned leave. We shall miss him grievously 
—the work he has done for the movement few people realise. Still the Lamp will be kept 
burning brightly.” 

(b) Singapore—The typed “ Progress Notes” of the Singapore Group for October, November- 
and December have reached us. Here are a few extratts: (October).—The Notes describe the 
arrival of “ the great news” that Tubby was coming—a telegram delivered at 2 a.m. on 
a Sunday morning to the officers’ mess at Tanglin by mistake! H.E. the Governor put Tubby 
up, and members first met him at “ tiffin” on Monday. “The next evening saw a goodly 
crowd in the Y.M.C.A. library—we owe them many thanks for the sporting way in which they 
helped us out at such short notice. Tubby talked for twenty minutes or so—especially so !— 
and was borne out at about 11.30, protesting that he hadn’t even sung Rogerum. Wednesday 
morning, at 7.30, saw all our available members at the Cathedral for our first corporate Com- 
munion, followed by breakfast at the Adelphi, with the Archdeacon as our host. Then, after 
a short confab, Tubby went off to see George Morrice in hospital—with such excellent effect 
that George came out that very afternoon. At 6.30 p.m., twenty or more ‘ young men in 
a hurry’ invaded the parsonage, where Tubby, after giving us some more “potted” (or 


‘ tubbed °’) Toc H spirit, inaugurated the Singapore Group, and initiated ° Bo,’ George Morrice,- 


Thatcher, and (last but not least—in the matter of perimeter) our new Padre, G. T. Shotliffe. 
Willmore, A. R. England, and the Secretary-bird (pro. tem.) Smedley, complete the present 
membership. It was decided to look for jobs and a jobmaster.” Tubby then dashed for the 
train at the last minute and was last seen “‘ lodged between two coaches, giving a dramatic 
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rendering of Under the Spreading Chestnut Tree,” as the train moved out. At the Group’s 
first guest-night, on OSober 28, F. C. Sands, the Scout Commissioner, talked on “ Scouting in 
Singapore”; and at the second guest-night, on November 18, two members of the Y.M.C.A. 
and Commander Carter were the guests of the evening. The two Y.M.C.A guests talked on 
their Boys’ work and were offered support. Meetings suffered in December, owing to pressure 
of members’ work—“‘ we know that this is not due to any lack of interest.” 


NEW ZEALAND : (a) Chriffchurch—Wealter J. Kerr, in a long letter to Tubby, written 
on Ofober 17 and quoted in part in the February JouRNAL, describes how he set out to a Group 
meeting “in the twilight, the easterly wind frolicsome, with just a touch of saltness that 
came from the sea,” how on the peaceful road beside the New Zealand River Avon he thought 
of that other road to Ypres, how at last he reached Padre Williams’ Study with Toc H literature 
on the table, and the piétures of the Upper Room at Pop. and Tubby’s portrait flanking the 
mantelpiece. He describes the ceremony of “ Light” with a taper, and the Padre’s talk on 
the Four Points of the Compass, and tells also how the Padre and Jobmaster were sent as a 
deputation by the Group to the Roman Catholic Bishop of Christchurch to ask for his sympathy 


and co-operation, and how keenly interested the Bishop was to hear their Story. “ We are 
helping the Sea Scouts at Lyttleton, the District Nursing Association, and the Orphanages— 
so we are finding plenty to do. . . We are numerically small, but big of heart.” 


The same correspondent describes how Christchurch kept the Birthday Festival, in a letter written 
to the Regiftrar on January 21 :—‘ It was glorious to get the cable from ‘ Patubby ’— 
* Birthday love, which was received with glad heart by the Group. In the absence of Padre 
Williams, our chairman was Padre Malden, one of the Group, well known to the Old House 
at Pop. After the ceremony of “ Light ’ we had a splendid talk from Mr. Bannaha on what 
Toc H could do for the boys in the different institutions in Canterbury. . . . Padre Malden 
gave us a short address and then we had supper.” Songs followed until late. The Birthday 
service next day was held at St. Chads. Kerr also encloses a cutting about their boys’ camp 
at Purau. “So you see,” he ends, “ it looks as though many Lamps will be wanted here!” 


(b) Wellington—News of the Birthday celebrations of Toc H, New Zealand, held on December 
19 and 20, came too late for last month s issue. A few notes on them now follow: The Birthday 
-of 1925 was made the opportunity for what should prove to be a major event in Toc H history 
in New Zealand. For the “ First Dominion Conference ”? was held on the Saturday afternoon, 
with twenty-one members from the Wellington, Auckland and Christchurch Groups present. 
The Congregational Padre, E. R. Weeks, opened with a short service in his church ; and then 
Charles Clarke (“C 2,” late London Branch) made a speech of welcome. Gerald Silver 
(“ Happy,” of Wellington), was voted into the chair, and, after deciding that the voting 
strength of the three Groups should be regarded as equal, the Conference settled down to 
discuss the organisation of Toc H in the Dominion. A paper from Padre Hayes, of Melbourne, 
on the system adopted in Australia, was read ; and then, after considerable discussion as to 
the setting up of a separate “ Toc H, New Zealand,” affiliated to “ Toc H, U.K.,” the follow- 
ing resolution was passed: “ That there be formed a Dominion Council for the more efficient 
administration of Toc H in New Zealand.” (Sec the note about all this on page 101.) In the 
evening the “ taper of maintenance ” was lit and members initiated at a guest-night. On 
Sunday members made their Communion at the Church of England and Non-Episcopal 
churches, and the Conference opened again at 11.30 with the singing of “ Jerusalem.” In the 
afternoon the Birthday Thanksgiving was held at St. Mark’s Church. The printed form of 
service bears on the cover the names of the Padres taking part—the Vicar of St. Mark’s ; 
the Missioner of St. Peter’s ; the Vicar of the Epiphany, Auckland ; the Minister of Terrace 
Congregational Church; and the Minister of Hataitai Wesleyan Church, 
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SOUTH AMERICA: Mendoza.—The Toc H Group established in the city of Mendoza 
as result of a visit from Lake Lake, the Honorary Organising Secretary for S. America, 
has an inspiring local setting. Mendoza is the capital of Argentina’s Far West, and lies in a 
bower of vineyards and fruit farms, at the foot of the highest peaks of the Andean mountain 
chain, It is there the steel lines of the railway, over which lately travelled the train of the 
Prince of Wales, climb the historic pass to Chile. Through that Pass, in centuries gone by, 
wended the stately pageants of Conquistadores and Ecclesiastics of Old Spain, on their way 
down from Peru; and through it, just a century ago, marched the Revolutionary Army of 
General San Martin on its way to free the peoples of the Pacific Coast from the last shackles 
of Spanish dominion. The city itsclf is one of the oldest on the American continent, having 
been founded in 1561. The Group, although restri€ted to the original few, pending the more 
general admission to membership on the arrival of the Rushlight from England, has already 
made its presence felt in the community. In accordance with the spirit of Toc H, it has 
placed its services at the disposal of the local British organisations. In particular, it helped 
with the Armistice celebrations, and in this conneétion was entrusted with the arrangements 
for the sports organised for the benefit of the local British children, and it had confided to it 
a considerable share of the work of preparation for the Old English Fair held on the 19th 
and zoth December, in aid of the Mendoza British School—a recent Community undertaking— 
for the successful launching of which ccrtain members of the Group are mainly responsible. 
The officers of the Group are: Chairman, J. H. T. Barton; Padre, Rev. H. T. Hutchings ; 
Jobmaster, Evan Macrea; Hon. Secretary, A. E. Savile Barton; Hon. Treasurer, A. H. P. 
Henderson. The monthly supper takes place at the Pacific Station Buffet, at 7 p.m., on the 
Tuesday following the fourth Sunday of the month. Supper is followed by a meeting at the 
Union Club. The fourth Sunday is chosen as a rule, as our Padre is then up here, having 
arrived at the western extremity of his 700 mile wide parish. 


UNITED STATES: (a) Extrait from the farewell letter to Tubby from Dr. W. B. Lusk 
(bearer of the U.S.A. Lamp at the Birthday Festival), written from SS. Mauretania on 6.2.26: 
“Through you I would like to express my gratitude to the entire Toc H family for the marvel- 
lously interesting and inspiring time you have given me these last two months, while I have been 
going around in Toc H houses to watch the thing in operation. I am thrilled and overjoyed 
to discover the deep hold it has got in the lives of thousands of devoted young men. If 
you are spared to guide the movement for the next few years, I believe that Toc H will revive 
true religion in our churches and will prove the very salvation of our modern civilisation, It 
is so wholesome and so winsome that men cannot resist its appeal. I thank God for sending 
you to me, and I thank God for the privilege that has been mine, these last eight weeks, of 
beholding such a glorious and ennobling movement spreading through and gripping the 
young manhood of England. . . . With the prayer of all the members of the Toc H family 
in England following our efforts in the States, we will go forward. . . . I rededicate myself 
to the service of the Master, and I am resolved that, through Toc H, I can give something to 
the cause,” 

(b) New York: The great news about Mark II (U.S.A.) will be found on page 115. 


(c) Washington: “ Sawbones” writes to Peter Monie on February 18: “ï arrived here 
in time for an excellent guest-night and met many old friends. On Friday, February 12, 
Mrs. Wylie collected another splendid crowd in her house, and I think very considerable 
interest in Toc H resulted; at any rate, it produced several stalwart converts, who are row 
right in and well away. Coleman Jennings is quite impossibly vigorous and a great tower 
of strength. Lea Luquer, whom you saw at the Festival, is doing great work; he and 

lerbert Wolfhall, who was Warden of Mark I last year, are at Virginia Seminary. I spoke 
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there last night, and met Chuck Carpenter, already in Deacon’s Orders, of whom Tubby heard 
from Lea Luquer. He hopes to visit England—and Ack H by the Toc*—this year. ... 
There are tremendous prospeéts and opportunities here. J have never been to a place where 
young men have so quickly been gripped by the Toc H idea, and grasped so quickly what 
it is all about, and that generally because the idea has already been inherent in them and 
they’ve just been waiting for it. There were about 4o at the guest-night last night, and many 
of the new ones mean to come again. It is a great privilege to visit Toc H in the U.S.A., 
where it is growing at least as vigorously and as naturally as ever it has elsewhere.” 


The first letter to Tubby from a United States hoteller of Toc H was written to Tubby on February 9 
by D. Remington Stone (“ Remmy”): “Since June of the past year,” he says, ‘‘ we have had 
a House of our own. We can accommodate only 10 men, and we have in the House at present 
only cight, but we have about thirty around for guest-nights. We expect Toc H really to begin, 
though, with this visit of Sawbones. We will be initiated by him into regular membership 
in Toc H, and catch more of the spirit. I do not think that Toc H will work out quite the 
same way in America as it has in England. One reason is that we here, seem to have so little 
time. Of the eight men in the house all work during the day, and four of them go to school 
at night also. We cannot have prayers at night becausc it is often very late when some of 
the men get in; so we have them in the morning just before breakfast. But there is a great 
opportunity for social work here, and we are mecting a really felt need in that line, especially 
in furnishing leadership for boys in boys’ clubs and settlement houses. We are really indebted 
to Mrs. K. V. H. Wylie and Mr. Coleman Jennings for Toc H here, for it was through their 
generosity and leadership that it was really begun. But within the next few weeks we expect 
Toc H in Washington to grow at an amazing rate under the tutelage of ‘ Sawbones.’ ” 


The League of Women Helpers 


NEW JUNE.—New June received Tubby as guest of the evening on Shrove Tuesday. 
Of course we had to have pancakes, which we cooked ourselves. Tubby seemed to think 
his looked pale and in want of fresh air, because he leant out of the window and tossed it 
violently several times, his idea being to cool the pancake! Later, New June became 
packed to its uttermost corners and beyond, to the ceiling, floor, the shelves and cupboards, 
with a 100 or so of Toc Emmas, who came to welcome Tubby and to hear of his experiences 
with regard to the L.W.H. during his World Tour. Among the crowd were representatives 
from Toronto, Australia, Switzerland, and members from many parts of England who were 
lucky enough to find themselves in Town that night. Tubby first explained to us the why 
and wherefore of our existence, cheering us onwards with words of real help and encouragement. 
He told us of the need for a new house in another part of London, and we have every hope of 
this coming into being before the end of the year. Then we walked all round the world with 
him, noting each point with interest as it was emphasised by the speaker with a toasting fork. 
We heard with joy about the Toc Emmas and how they received, served, and helped the 
‘ Holy Hooligans ’ overseas; what vicissitudes Tubby and Pat had to face; what amazing 
help was always forthcoming ; how the seed sown by them has since borne such wonderful 
fruit; how the work of Toc H and L.W.H. is growing throughout the world. And as we 
followed the Padre across Canada, New Zealand, Australia, India, the F.M.S., and the Near 
East we sighed, groaned, rejoiced, and laughed with him over his experiences. Then we went 
over to All Hallows to close the evening by giving thanks and praying together for the work 
of Toc H all round the world. Pir. 


e Itis doubtful if an Army Signaller has ever had occasion to refer to All Hallows-by-the-Tower before.— Ep: 
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